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"May the God of 

hope fill you with 

all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so 

that you may over-

flow with hope by 

the power of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

- Romans 15:13 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

The season of Advent has begun.  For people of 
faith, this a season of anticipating God’s coming – 
often in unexpected, thought-provoking, and 
faith-shaping times.  May this season bring multi-
ple opportunities for discovery, surprise, joy, 
hopefulness, and hospitality in the name of Je-
sus!   
 
I share this prayer from Seasons of the Spirit: 
 
O God, you don’t leave us alone in this world, but come to us with your blessing and 
peace. Help us to watch and listen for you as we travel through this Advent time, 
putting our faith and your hopes for peace, justice, and kindness into action each day. 
Keep us strong and focused on the reason for this season – Jesus, your wonderful 
Gift. Amen.       
 
May the blessings of Christ be yours this season! 
 
Pastor Judy 

Season of Advent 



P A G E  2  

"In peace I will both 

lie down and sleep; 

for you alone, O Lord, 

make me dwell in 

safety.” 

- Psalm 4:8 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Recently, our Executive Council has had discussion 
regarding safety in the church.  While we feel that 
Emmanuel has and will continue to be a safe place to 
gather, we have decided to take some proactive and 
preventative steps to further increase the level of 
safety at Emmanuel.   
 
We have installed a number of security cameras that record activity in certain areas, 
such as entrances, hallways, and restroom entry points. The video can be reviewed 
both after the fact and in “real time.’  During church, the people staffing the sound 
board have a computer screen for monitoring activity recorded by cameras.  There are 
more cameras to be installed soon which will complete our Safe and Sound campaign.  
This is an effort to be pro-active, in the hopes to discourage any behavior that is inap-
propriate before it happens. 
 
The Church affirms the need of all people to come to a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are committed to being a religious community open to those who are 
in need of worshiping with us, especially in times of serious personal troubles. Howev-
er, if a person registered on the sex offender registry attends worship at Emmanuel, 
our Executive Council has adopted a “Limited Access Agreement” that they will be re-
quired to abide by.  Basically, someone in this category would only be allowed to 
attend Sunday morning worship or other “adult only” gatherings.  An offender would 
be excluded from gatherings such as coffee hour and meals where children are present.  
The agreement is extensive and is available for your review by request.  If you have any 
questions regarding this policy, please see Pastor Judy.    

Sunday School 
We at Emmanuel value our children and are committed 
to their well being and spiritual nurture.  Our Sunday 
School is growing and there is need for a classroom for 
grades 3-7.  If you are willing to teach for a month or 
two (or longer), we will provide help and materials.  You 
do not need a teaching degree to work with the Sunday 
School.  We have a helper and teacher for each class so 
no one adult is working with children alone.  If you are 
feeling called to children’s ministry, please talk to Jane 
Dubray or Pastor Judy.  Your help is needed a great 
deal!  

Safety at Emmanuel 
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Emmanuel recently hosted a community forum on safety.  Recently 
appointed Massena Chief of Police Mark LaBrake was the featured 
speaker at the event.  Chief LaBrake shared his thoughts on topics 
ranging from drug issues in the local community to internet safety 
and child safety.  Chief LaBrake stressed the importance of under-
standing that minimizing crime is a community effort, not just a law 
enforcement one. 
 
Attendees had the opportunity to ask questions of the Chief.  Mr. 
LaBrake offered up tips such as staying involved with your children 
and monitoring certain things such as internet activity.  Mr. LaBrake 
then ended the evening reviewing various personal safety tips with 
those in attendance.   

Community Forum on Safety Held 

“Peek, Ponder, Pray” (from ucc.org) 
Ponder: Have you more recently partaken of a delicious piece 
of pie or pored over the details of a pie chart?  
 
Pray: Dear God, may my days strike a balance between work 
and play, duty and enjoyment. My pie-in-the-sky wish: to see 
your hand in both. Amen. 
 
Written by: Elizabeth Griswold - Photo credit: Michelle L. Torigian 

Pictured here is the recently ap-
pointed Massena Chief of Police 
Mark LaBrake with Emmanuel 

member Ruthann Rowe Matthews 
who coordinated the organization 

of the event. 
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"Let us hold 

unswervingly to the 

hope we profess, for 

He who promised is 

faithful.“ 

- Hebrews 10:23 

 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

The 11/16/14 meeting was called to order at 12:45 PM by 
Ruthann Matthews.  Jane DuBray led the group in prayer. 
 
Minutes from October 12th meeting were approved after a mo-
tion by Linda Besio and seconded by George.  Motion passed. 
 
CHRISTIAN ED –  Jane is working with the children on the Christ-
mas Pageant.  Date 12/21. George made a motion to use Chris-
ten Ed money to buy the children gifts and Linda Besio seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
KITCHEN COMMITTEE  -  Wooden garbage box is in pretty bad shape, we are still checking in to buying 
a replacement.  Victor replaced faucet and Vanity in bathroom. 
 
TRUSTEES –The end heating units in the ed building still need to be finished.  The parts needed have 
arrived, Gary will call to set up repair.   The wall is cracked on the emergency egress, trustees will moni-
tor through the winter and proceed with appropriate repair in the spring/summer. 
 
The roof on the Manse needs to be replaced, the expense will be added to the budget for 2015.  Large 
limb on tree in front yard of the manse will be removed.  The shed for the Church was ordered and will 
be delivered in April 2015.  The remaining cameras for the church security system still need to be in-
stalled.   The red maple tree located at the back of the church needs to be cut down, Massena Electric 
will be taking care of the removal.  
 
The trustees have been discussing the possible replacement and/or placement of the sign at the front 
of the Church. 
 
Budget will be presented to Exec. Council at the next meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – Life Insurance Policy was notarized and sent back. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Candy/Cookie sale will be held after worship on  12/14.  Afterward a group will be 
organized to go caroling. 
 
Church will participate with the Massena Chamber of Commerce Winter Carnival on Jan 25th.  We will 
likely be having a breakfast fundraiser, more details will follow.  Linda Besio will attend the Champber 
meeting on the 17th. 
 
Next meeting is December 14th at 9:00am in the Library. 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

At the Well - We invite you to join us ...at the well, every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, in alternative worship to share in a 

“sense” of God.  All are welcome! 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox 

leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items 

which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 

769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. (except July 

4 & November 27, 2014) EVERYONE is welcome! 

Knitwits - Interested in Knitting?  Whether you are a seasoned pro or a new beginner join the Knitwits each Wednesday at 

6:30pm. 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

Additional Calendar Items 

Tuesday December   9            1:30 pm Friends’ Study Group 
Wednesday December 10    7:30 pm Blue Christmas Service 
Thursday December 11     6:30 pm Trustees Meeting– Church Library 
Sunday  December 14      9:00 am Executive Council Meeting—Church Library 
Sunday  December 14              12:15 pm Cookie & Candy Sale (after worship) 
Monday December 15  11:30 pm Free Community Lunch @ Emmanuel 
Sunday  December 21              12:15 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant (followed by pot luck lunch) 
Wednesday December 24    7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  
                                               

Volunteer Drivers Needed 
We would like to have a pool of volunteer drivers that would be willing to on occasion give a ride to 
and from Church for those who may need one.  If you are interested in helping provide transportation 
please call the Church office at 315-769-8523 or email ecuccmassena@gmail.com 


