
Recently some of us have been discussing the story of the exodus 

of the Hebrew people from Egypt.  Jewish tradition elaborates on 

the moment when the Red Sea parts.  As they came up against the 

sea, they looked back to see the Egyptians advancing on them.  In 

great fear they cried out to the LORD.  Then they turned to Mo-

ses saying; “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 

have taken us away to die in the wilderness?”  

Jewish tradition embellishes on the story at this point before the 

sea parted.  One man spoke up.  Nachshon ben Aminadav, the prince of the tribe of Yehudah called out; “If 

the only way to escape the Egyptian army is to go forward, then forward we must go.  Let us do what we can 

and trust God to do the rest.”  And with that, he waded out into the sea.  Inspired by his words, the people 

followed him.  Deeper and deeper they advanced into the waters until, as the water reached Nachshon’s 

chin, the sea split before and around them, offering both the Jew’s escape and the method of the Egyptians’ 

destruction. 

What does it take to march into the sea assuming that a pathway will open?  Remember that it was just days 

or even hours before that the Hebrew people had seen God’s hand move in powerful ways, delivering them 

from captivity.  How easily they (we) forget.  They got to what seemed to be a roadblock literally, and were 

ready to give up.  All it took was one person with faith and vision to remind them that God was with them.   

We are a people who took risks in the past – that is our heritage – it is in our DNA.  I arrived soon after a 

small, aging congregation had made the bold decision to become “open and affirming” just because it was the 

right thing to do!  They knew they risked alienating the entire Christian community here in Massena, but they 

did it anyway.  After fire destroyed our church building, we could have taken the money and settled into the 

synagogue with no more worries about meeting our budgets.  We decided to take a risk because we felt 

God wanted us to rebuild – not just for our congregation – but for the community.  We felt strongly that 

God had a plan and it was bigger than we could ever imagine. 

Our vitality team has been working on discerning how God may be calling us to reach out to the surrounding 

community.  We are called to bless our community, but in what ways?  Do not allow our vision and future to 

be compromised because we find ourselves once again seeing the bigger picture through the lens of fear.  It is 

precisely at those times, that God may be getting ready to “make a way where there seems to be no way.”  

Let us hear the words of Nachshon and “go forward – Let us do what we can do and trust God to do the 

rest.”  It’s time to move out into deep waters!     

Pastor Judy 

Take a Risk 
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“You also must 

be ready, for the 

Son of Man is 

coming at an 

hour you do not 

expect.”  

- Luke 12:40 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 
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“Do not neglect 

to do good and 

to share what 

you have, for 

such sacrifices 

are pleasing to 

God.” 

- Hebrews 13:16 

 

Raquette Valley Habitat for Humanity Walk-a-thon 

Emmanuel to Host Election Day Dinner  
On Tuesday, November 4th there will be a Chicken & Biscuit Din-

ner at Emmanuel.  The dinner will be held from 4pm—6:30pm.  

The Menu will include Chicken & Biscuits, desserts, and various 

beverages.  Cost is $8 per person and $4 for Children 12 and un-

der.  All proceeds will benefit Emmanuel Congregational Church.  

Take outs will also be available.   

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Join us for Bible  
stories, crafts, music, 
and dancing. Classes 

start at 10 AM.  

On Sunday, October 5th the Raquette Valley Habitat for Humanity organi-

zation will be having their annual fundraiser walk-a-thon.  The event will 

take place at Robert Moses State Park (beach) at 1:30pm.  Barb Sanford 

will be taking part in the event again this year.  If you would like to do-

nate and support this great organization or if you have any questions 

please see Barb.   

Stamp Out Starvation Walk a Success! 
The Greater Massena Ministerial Association recently sponsored a “Stamp Out Starvation” 5K 

run/walk.  The event raised over $8,400 which will go to the Massena Neighborhood Center, 

St. Vincent De Paul, Salvation Army, and Massena Meals on Wheels to assist their efforts to 

fight hunger locally.  We are especially proud that over $1,100 of the total was raised by Pas-

tor Judy.  A big thank you to everyone who donated and supported this great event.  
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Ponder: But small is the gate and narrow the road that 

leads to life, and only a few find it. Matthew 7:14 

(NIV) So what does this say about my job interview, 

my first date, my court appearance, the MRI, this jour-

ney to adoption, this move to a new town …? 

 

Pray: God, you don't promise hedge-clippers so I can 

see the whole path, many companions, or even a map 

to my life, but I trust you to clear the way just in time, 

to stick to me close and awkward as a three-legged 

race, and, every where I go, to be there recalculating, 

recalculating … Amen 

 
Written by Maren C. Tirabassi. Photo Credit Michelle L. Torigian 

‘Peek, Ponder, Pray” (from www.ucc.org) 

Shout joyfully  
to the LORD,  
all the earth;  

Break forth and  
sing for joy and  

sing praises. 
 

-Psalms 98:4 

 
 

“Lord, grant that  
I might not  

so much seek to be loved  
as to love.” 

 
-St. Francis of Assisi 
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“Each one must 

give as he has 

decided in his 

heart, not 

reluctantly or 

under compulsion, 

for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 

- 2 Corinthians  9:7 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 
The meeting was called to order at 12:40 PM by Ruthann Matthews.  Matt LeBire led us in prayer. 

Minutes from August 24th meeting were approved. (Linda Besio motioned, Brenda Seguin seconded, 

carried unanimously)

CHRISTIAN ED – Sunday school has started.  The first day attendance was small but numbers were ex-

pected to increase.  A few congregation members have offered to help.  Donations totaling $380.00 relating 

to the breakfast fundraiser are being passed on to Sunday school for supplies.  Jane is currently reworking 

the schedule for Sunday school, the children will likely go back downstairs after the Children’s message. 

KITCHEN COMMITTEE - The wooden garbage box is in pretty bad shape.  Greg Sharp is going to look in to 

plastic containers.  Victor Ashley is going to take care of a new faucet. 

DEACONS – No specific report given but the general feedback is that the group is doing  a wonderful job. 

TRUSTEES – The new boiler is installed and working well.  The end heating units need some work which will 

add an additional $1,000 to the bill.  There is a plan to spray a sealant on a very small portion of the roof 

where a small leak has occasionally appeared. There is a section of the roof on the manse without stones 

that will need to be addressed by winter.  Sufficient money was raised to purchase a new shed.  Additional 

money was donated on Sept. 16th that will cover the cost of the shed delivery.  The shed has been ordered.  

It will be hand built and delivered in the Spring.  Women’s sink in the bathroom is coming off the wall.  The 

trustees decided it needs to be replaced, this should happen soon. 

PASTOR’S REPORT – Judy presented a child/vulnerable adult safety policy proposal that was drafted by her 

and a committee.  After some discussion, suggestions for some minor changes in terminology and wording 

were made.  Motion by Matt LeBire to accept the proposal as policy with the changes in wording as dis-

cussed, seconded by Linda Besio to accept with changes.  All in favor.   Judy will make the discussed word 

changes and the policy will be communicated with the Church.  Ruthann will also check in to different possi-

ble speakers on the subject of safety.  Vitality Cluster is doing a Ministry Fair on October 5th 

OLD BUSINESS – None. 

NEW BUSINESS – Massena First United Methodist Church is looking for teams to help with their weekly 

dinners.  Letter read from Mary Ellen Casselman regarding the Save Our Cemeteries program in Massena. 

Volunteers and donations are needed.  Letter was referred to Missions Committee. 

Next meeting is Sunday, October 12 at 12:45 in the Library. 

Meeting adjourned at 13:30, at which time Judy led us in prayer 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R



We’re on the Web 

www.uccmassena.org 

Wednesday Oct. 8 7:30pm Blessing of the Animals  
(replaces normal Wed. service) 

Thursday Oct. 9 6:30pm Trustee Meeting (Library) 
Sunday  Oct. 12  12:45pm Executive Council Meeting (Library) 
Tuesday Oct. 14 1:30pm Friends Study Group 
Monday Oct.  20   11:30am FREE Community Lunch-Com. Rm. 
Tuesday Nov. 4 4:00-6:30 Chicken & Biscuit Election Day Dinner 

Announcements & Events 




