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"And the angel 

said to them, 

“Fear not, for be-

hold, I bring you 

good news of 

great joy that will              

 be for all the 

people.” 

- Luke 2:10 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

The church calendar year begins with the season 
of Advent.  This year's readings include the Gos-
pel of Luke.  Luke begins with the story of a cou-
ple who were advancing in age and also childless.  
The angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah at the 
temple announcing that he and his wife Elizabeth 
would have a son.  Because Zechariah questioned 
how that could be, the angel told him he would 
not be able to speak until the child was born.  And so the story of John the Baptist 
begins… 
 
We can identify with the pride and joy of Zechariah as he held his baby boy for the 
first time.  All parents know that their child is special, but Zechariah knew without a 
doubt that this child, John, was very special indeed.  As he held him, Zechariah pro-
claimed the mercy of God and the special task of proclamation that his child was 
born into.  He declared John to be a special messenger of God - sharing with the peo-
ple of Israel how great God's love is and the forgiveness offered to all.   
 
John was called to give light to those who dwell in darkness and help guide their feet 
in the way of peace. (Luke 1:79)  As God looks upon you, his precious child, what 
good news are you being called to proclaim to others?  This season, perhaps you 
could sacrifice a little time from holiday preparations and help prepare hearts to re-
ceive their king, following in John's footsteps.    
 
Be Blessed, 
 

Pastor Judy 

Season of Advent 

Reminder, if you have not already submitted a pledge card please 
considering doing so.  We need your help to continue the vital, 
unique outreach to the community around us.  As we plan for the 
future, we need an educated estimate of next year's income.  We 
know only too well that circumstances can change overnight.  If for 
any reason you cannot maintain the pledge we understand.  This is 
for planning purposes only. If you do not have a pledge card and 
would like to complete one they are available at the Church.  

Pledge Cards 
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"For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his 

only Son, that 

whoever believes in 

him should not perish 

but have eternal life.” 

- John 3:16 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Prayer: Out of the embrace of mercy and righteousness, you have brought forth joy 
and dignity for your people, O Holy One of Israel. Remember now your ancient prom-
ise: make straight the paths that lead to you, and smooth the rough ways, that in our 
day we might bring forth your compassion for all humanity. Amen. 
 
Focus Scripture: Luke 1:68-79 
[Zechariah said:] "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his 
people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his 
servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we 
would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has remembered his holy 
covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being 
rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,  in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of 
salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, 
he dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
 
Additional Readings: Malachi 3:1-4 or Baruch 5:1-9, Luke 1:68-79, Philippians 1:3-11 
 
Focus Questions 
1. What gifts does your "generation" bring to the life of faith today? 
2. Where do you feel closest to God? 
3. How do we find that our lives "matter totally" within God's larger story? 
4. How do you and your church embody God's tender mercies for others? 

Christmas Poinsettias 
If you would like to put a red or white poinsettia on the 
altar for the Christmas season in honor or memory of 
someone, please have that information to the church 
office by Tuesday, December 8th. We'd like to have the 
poinsettias on the altar for the week beginning Sunday, 
December 13th. Please make sure to put your name on 
your poinsettia and to take it home after worship on 
Sunday, January 3rd. Thank you.  

Prophets of Peace - A Bible Study (from www.ucc.org) 
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You ask why blue?  Certainly you have experienced what some call the 
"blues" at one time or another in your life.  Christmas time is a season 
when not everyone feels cheerful or even joyful.  Coping with the 
death of a loved one, facing your first holiday season after a recent di-
vorce or loss of a job, living with chronic illness or pain, clinical depres-
sion or battling a disease such as cancer all make holiday parties and 
festivities painful for many in our congregation and surrounding com-
munities.  
 
We invite you to join us in a time of worship to recognize those parts 
of our lives that make Christmas a bittersweet time of year.  This wor-
ship offers a time to remember both persons and events that have 
been a part of our lives in the past, but are now changed or gone.  Join 
us in a time of remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and 
preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ.  Please come.  

Blue Christmas Service - December 16th at 7:30PM 

“Peek, Ponder, Pray” (from ucc.org) 
Ponder: Have you more recently partaken of a delicious piece 
of pie or pored over the details of a pie chart?  
 
Pray: Dear God, may my days strike a balance between work 
and play, duty and enjoyment. My pie-in-the-sky wish: to see 
your hand in both. Amen. 
 
Written by: Elizabeth Griswold - Photo credit: Michelle L. Torigian 

Annual Cookie & Candy Sale 
The Christmas Cookie/Candy Sale will be held on Sunday, December 13th in 
the Community Room following morning worship.  Please bring your cookies 
or candy to church before worship begins so that they can be arranged and 
made ready on the tables for the sale following worship.  It is always amazing 
to see the many varieties of cookies and candies that are brought for the sale - 
we certainly have some wonderful bakers/candy makers among us!  
 
The proceeds from the sale will go to fund some of the ongoing projects in our 
church so your support of this sale is greatly appreciated.  So - get out your 
favorite holiday recipes and get the ovens fired up and ready for baking and 
we will see you on December 13 for some holiday fun!!  If you have any ques-
tions, please speak to Sharon Neault, Rande Ashley or Kathy Dunkelberg. 
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"May the God of 

hope fill you with 

all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by 

the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope.“ 

- Romans 15:13 

 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

The November  15, 2015 meeting was called to order at 12:48 
PM by Sharon Neault.  Pastor Judy  led the group in prayer. 
 

Minutes from the October  meeting were approved after a mo-
tion and second by Victor Ashley  and Brenda Seguin  
 

MISSIONS - committee is gathering information to facilitate deci-
sions for expenditures in the coming year.  They are brainstorm-
ing about ways to give in the local setting in light of the current 
economic climate.  They have also welcomed new members and 
invite any who have an interest in outreach to come and join 
them the first Sunday of each month following the coffee 
hour.  Meetings are in the Library.  
 

TRUSTEES – reported tentative approval for a fitness/dance class to utilize space at the church once or 
twice a week. 
 

Hoping to make it possible for donations to made by ACH/monthly debits for those who prefer auto-
matic withdrawals over writing checks.  Will research and update when available. 
Endowment Fund has received two generous bequests recently. 
 

A fall/winter tune up for the furnace at the manse is needed and is being scheduled.  Issues were re-
ported with the Thermostat being hard to read.  The repair man will check it out. 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT – Pastor Judy is serving on the Massena Drug-free task force.  She finds participation 
rewarding and energizing.  She has also served on a task force discussing ways to increase treatment 
options in the Massena Community for drug treatment and rehab.  
  

NEW BUSINESS –Our giving tree will have suggestions for residents of St. Regis Nursing Home.  Gifts 
will be for those who may not have family to provide for them.   
 

Also, council will sponsor a drive for paper and personal care products that are not provided through 
the SNAP program.  These will be distributed to those in need locally. 
 

Motion made and carried to provide monies for church dues out of the operating budget and not the 
Missions budget line.  A new budget line will be created to cover future expenses that are dues.  
 

Next meeting is Sunday, December  20 at 12:30 in the Library. 
 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 

Newsletter Help Wanted 
Interested in lending  some of your time and crea-
tiveness to Emmanuel?  We are looking for an in-
dividual who may be interested in helping create 
our monthly newsletter.  Training, guidance, and 
templates are available.  For more information 

please see Matt LeBire. 
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

At the Well - We invite you to join us ...at the well, every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, an alternative worship to 

share in a “sense” of God.  All are welcome! 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi -Purpose Room as Rev. 

Gen Dox leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non -food and non-perishable 

food items which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - I f you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo 

Fairbanks at 769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m.  

 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

 

Additional Calendar Items 

Tuesday December   8            1:30 pm Friends’ Study Group 
Sunday  December 13      9:00 am Trustees Meeting - Church Library 
Sunday  December 13              12:15 pm Cookie & Candy Sale (after worship) 
Wednesday December 16    7:30 pm Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday  December 20  11:30 pm Executive Council Meeting - Church Library 
Sunday  December 20              12:15 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Thursday December 24    7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

We would like to have a pool of volunteer drivers that would be willing to on occasion give a ride to 
and from Church for those who may need one.  If you are interested in helping provide transportation 

please call the Church office at 315-769-8523 or email ecuccmassena@gmail.com 


