
As I write this, I am sitting in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Airport awaiting a connecting flight on 
my trip to return home.  I have found that long 
trips present a great opportunity to read books 
that have been on the reading wish list.   
 
One of the books I just finished raised the 
question of the difference in “believing in God” 
and “believing God”.   I found this question to 
be quite thought provoking.  I feel that by pon-
dering and thinking about this questions I have 
also enlarged my faith.  I encourage you to think deeply about the question and I wel-
come any conversation it brings about.  See you all soon, 
 
Be blessed, 
Pastor Judy 
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“May the God of 

hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in be-

lieving, so that by 

the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope ” 

-Romans 15:13  

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the prayer chain list 

or if you have prayers to add please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 

315-769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Easter Sunday Plants & Flowers 
Easter Sunday is April 20th, spring flowers for the altar may be 
given in honor or in memory of family and friends.  Please bring 
in the flowers and/or plants  Easter week and leave them down-
stairs in the Community Room.  Please choose plants that are not 
fully in bloom.  Also remember to turn in dedication information 
to the Church Office by Palm Sunday. Any dedication information 
turned in after that day may be too late.  If you have any ques-
tions or would like more information please contact Barb San-
ford.  Thank you for your help! 



P A G E  2  

“Therefore, since 

we have been 

justified by faith, 

we have peace 

with God through 

our Lord Jesus 

Christ. “ 

Romans 5:1 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Thanks to the support and generosity of many the 
Safe & Sound campaign has already raised enough 
funds to take the next steps in making the Hearing 
Assistance System and Security Systems a reality.  The 
Trustees have been finalizing their product research 
and will soon be placing orders for the equipment.  
They will then be working diligently to come up with 
the final installation plan to put these system in to use.  
Watch for more updates to come soon as to when 
these systems will be placed in to use.  You can learn 
more about the Safe & Sound campaign, including how 
to donate, by visiting our website www.uccmassena.org 
or by contacting the Church. 

Safe & Sound Campaign Update 

Sunday School News 

Exciting News—Beginning in April there will now be two classes of Sunday School 
offered.  The addition of the second class will allow for children to be grouped 
more appropriately by age/grade level.  Both classes start at 10 AM on Sundays 
and all are welcome.  If you would like more information or are interested in as-
sisting with the Sunday School classes please see Jane DuBray. 

Carolyn Smith, 86, formerly of Massena, NY and most re-
cently of Fremont, Ohio died Sunday March 9, 2014 at 
Elmwood Assisted Living. She was born July 14, 1927 in Mas-
sena, NY the daughter of Robert and Hazel (Tracy) Hartford. 
In 1952 she married Horace Smith, he preceded her in death 
on October 27, 2013. 
 
Carolyn was a member of Emmanuel Congregational Church 
in Massena and was an active volunteer and board member 
advocating for special needs and developmentally chal-
lenged individuals and their families. She enjoyed traveling 
with her husband on their many motor home trips. Memori-
al Services took place on Sunday, March 22, 2014 at Emman-
uel Congregational Church . Private burial will take place at a 
later date in Herman Cemetery in Herman, NY. 

In Memorium 

Carolyn & Horace “Putty” Smith 
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PEEK, PONDER, PRAY (from www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit) 

Ponder: In the midst of climate 
change and strange weather oc-
currences, where do you find 
strength when it all feels like too 
much? And what is God calling 
you to do to care for creation?  
 
Pray: God, in the confusion and 
turmoil of our current weather I 
pray that you grant me the sereni-
ty to accept this moment I cannot 
change, the courage to change 
the systems and practices that I 
can, and the wisdom to know the 
difference. Amen.   

Author & Photo Credit: Shaun Drefahl  

Have something you would like included in the newsletter or on the website?  

Feel free to pass on any information, events, photos, or other  material to 

Matt LeBire via email to mlebire@clarkson.edu or talk with him in person. 

Spaghetti Dinner - April 12th  

Emmanuel’s Relay for Life team, Commas for a Cure, will 
be hosting a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on April 12th 
from 4 - 6:30 at Emmanuel.  The cost is $7 per person 
and all proceeds will go to the American Cancer Society 
via the Relay for Life team.  Dinner will include spaghetti 
and meatballs, tossed salad, garlic and regular Italian 
bread, dessert, and beverages.  Take-outs will also be 
available. 
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"So faith comes 

from hearing, and 

hearing through the 

word of Christ. ” 

- Romans 10:17 

 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

 
 
 

 
Summary of the 3/16/14 meeting. 
 
Missions Committee:  Committee is looking at doing a Blanket Sunday for CWS.  They also voted to increase their dona-
tion to OCWM by $400.   
 
Christian Education: Jane DuBray reported that the addition of a second Sunday School class will be happening.  She cur-
rently has one volunteer but is looking for more.  Her goal is to have enough volunteers to rotate help for a certain period 
of time such as a month.  Anyone interested in helping should contact Jane. 
 
Deacons: The Deacons have been making a good effort at having everyone wear their nametags.  The council would like 
them to also look in to lanyards for the nametags. 
 
Trustees: Safe & Sound campaign is going well.  The office seems to be running efficiently.  Administrative duties have 
been assigned to specific people.  Linda Lakins has agreed to carry out the duties of financial secretary.   She will be the 
only volunteer to record individual giving and will continue to send quarterly statements and annual giving state-
ments.  Confidentiality regarding giving records will be maintained as they always have been.  As church clerk, Linda Tu-
per updates membership records such as baptisms, weddings, funerals and addresses.  She is also seeing that corre-
spondence is sent as needed. 
 
Other volunteers staffing the office on weekday mornings are:  Vickie Mullins, Norberta Russo and Ruthann 
Matthews.  Our church treasurer Kathy Dunkelberg is doing payroll, accounting entries and paying bills.    
A new software module has been purchased to record giving and membership records. 
 
The Christian Education building is continuing to have heating issues.  Significant repair work or replacement will need to 
be done before next fall.  Additional companies will be called in for estimates and bids.  We are also exploring if any 
grants may be available to assist with the significant costs. 
 
Pastors Report: Pastor Judy will be doing the regular Holy Week services (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, & Easter Sun-
day).  There will be an Easter dinner at 1:00 PM in the Community Room on Easter Sunday.  Pastor Judy reported that the 
vitality cluster meetings have been really good and thought provoking.  The GMMA ministers will be going to Malone to 
visit and tour a Homeless Shelter. 
 
Old/New Business: 
 
$600 was raised at the Relay for Life breakfast and $1,000 was raised at the Chicken & Biscuit Dinner.  Thanks to all that 
attended, supported, and worked these events.  Additional fundraising options were discussed.  A Mother’s Day fundrais-
ing breakfast will be held on May 11, 2014.  Brenda Seguin and Matt LeBire will coordinate.  Relay for Life team will hold a 
Spaghetti Dinner as a fundraiser on Saturday April 12th. 
 
CCLI Licensing is all taken care of. 
 
Request was made that the doors to the Sanctuary be closed at an early point in the service to maintain the Sanctuary 
temp.  George Brousse volunteered to take care of this. 
 
Next meeting will be April 6, 2014 at 12:30 PM. 
 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 
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Announcements and Events 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 769-7936 or e-

mail mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com.  

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox leads us in listening for 

the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we need people to sign up 

for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items which are taken to the 

food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. (except July 4, October 25 and 

November 28, 2013) EVERYONE is welcome! 

Knitwits - Knitwits have decided to suspend their meetings for the remainder of winter.  A future announcement will be made when meetings 

resume. 

 Additional Calendar Items 

Sunday  April 6  12:30PM  Executive Council Meeting 
Tuesday  April 8    1:30PM  Friends Study Group - Unity Room 
Thursday  April 10    6:30PM  Trustees Meeting - Library 
Saturday  April 12               4 - 6:30PM  Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Relay for Life 
Sunday   April 13  11:00AM  Palm Sunday 
Thursday  April 17    7:00PM  Maundy Thursday Service 
Friday  April 18    7:00PM  Good Friday Service 
Sunday  April 20  11:00AM  Easter Sunday Service 
Sunday  April 20     1:00PM  Easter Sunday Dinner       

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Join us for Bible  
stories, crafts, music, and danc-

ing. Classes start at 10 AM.  
 

Don’t miss out on the fun! 
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