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One of my favorite publica�ons is Sojourner’s Magazine.  Recent-
ly there was an ar�cle en�tled; “10 Things Chris�ans Should Say 
More O)en” by Chris�an Pia,.  I thought it was worth sharing 
some of the points made so here is the condensed version: 
1. “I’m Sorry” – There has been much hurt in the world related to 
Chris�anity, and it’s amazing how far an apology will go. 
2.  “How can I help?” -  Some�mes we are quick to diagnose the 
problem and even quicker to tell someone what they should do 
to solve it.  Though well intended, this can come off as arrogant.  
Certainly we make ourselves more vulnerable with an open-

ended ques�on like “How can I help?” but that is the risk we take when engaged in works of service. 
3.  “I don’t know”  -  Some of us have brought up thinking we always have to have an answer to every ques�on 
concerning ma,ers of our faith.  At �mes there is nothing wrong with showing true humility and admi6ng we do 
not have the answer.  It is more than ok to accept some mystery in our faith journey. 
4.  “I could be wrong” -  This goes hand in hand with #3.  One of the most damaging things in any faith tradi�on is 
the idolatry of certainty. 
5.  “What do you think?” -  It is always good to engage others in dialogue, especially non-Chris�ans.  We learn 
much from other’s perspec�ves and keep our minds open to new thoughts.  Within the context of the church, it is 
also good to hear what others are understanding from Scripture.  There is never just one way of thinking or one 
interpreta�on. 
6.  “I love you” -  We know that God loves everyone, but when we say that it can come across as strangely ab-
stract.  Some�mes people need to hear that we care as well. 
7.  “Tell me more” -  Showing genuine interest in the lives and stories of others is the founda�on of Christ-like fam-
ily.  People need to know that we care about them and want to hear their story. 
8.  “That just sucks” -  Some�mes we can’t fix the problem and all we can do is show empathy 

9.  “let’s give it a try” -  We Chris�ans are noted for resis�ng change.  Instead of being stewards or guardians of the 
ins�tu�on, let us work at being prepared so to make room and clear the way in an�cipa�on of something new.  
Let us ask “what is next?” rather than simply reply “we’ve always done it this way.” 

10.  “Say nothing at all” -  We can feel awkward with silence, but some�mes the best prescrip�on is simply to be 
present, or maybe to listen.  Just because we are Chris�ans does not mean we have to fix everything. 
There are copies of Sojourner’s in the library if you are interested in more wri�ng by them.  They are a publica�on 
that calls us to witness God’s jus�ce by word and ac�on regarding social issues of our day.  May these magazines 
inspire you and bless you as they have me. 
Pastor Judy 
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Vacation Bible School a Success! 
The ecumenical Vacation Bible School was 
held at Emmanuel the week of  August 12th.  
This years VBS was sponsored by St. Mary’s 
Church.  The children were led through a vari-
ety of  activities including songs, skits, crafts 
and games.  They were led by a group of  vol-
unteers including several local teenagers.   A 
big thank you goes out to all the volunteers 
who helped make this year’s Vacation Bible 
School a success!  And a special thank you to 
Ann Borsellino from St. Mary’s for helping to 
“pull it all together”. 
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“Train a child in 

the way he 

should go, and 

when he is old he 

will not turn 

from it.”                     

- proverbs 22:6  

Welcome back and welcome new students!  It’s time for another 
great year of  Sunday School.  Join us for Bible stories, crafts, mu-
sic, and dancing.  Classes start Sunday, September 8 at 10 AM.  
This is a NEW time and will allow us to go to church with our 
family and friends at 11:00.  If  you have any questions, call Miss 
Jane at 769-6954.  Don’t miss out on the fun.  Join us! 
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In remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi's love for all 
animals, we hold a special event called "the Blessing 
of the Pets."  This year it will take place on October 
2, 2013 during the Wednesday night worship service 
at 7:30 p.m.  As you can see from last year's photo 
we always have a wonderful time.   
Every living creature is important. The love we give 
to, and receive from a pet, can draw us deeper into 
the circle of life, recognizing the wonder of our com-
mon relationship to our Creator. Come join us and 
bring your pet for a special blessing on October 2nd. 

There will be a concert at Emmanuel on Friday Oct. 25 at 
7:00pm. This is a fundraiser for the boys and girls club in Mas-
sena that will be opening in May 2014. The concert will fea-
ture the music of James Phillips, Kathleen Baker, and national 
guitar blues master finalist, Bill Tracy. Tickets will be sold and 
seating is limited.  

Upcoming Events 

Concert to Benefit Boys and Girls Club 

Free Community Lunch 
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“Teach me to do 

your will, for you 

are my God.  May 

your gracious Spirit 

lead me forward on 

a firm footing”  

      - Psalm 143:10 

Blessing of  the Animals to be Held in October 

We are offering a free lunch on the 3rd Monday each month. 
Thanks to all who have helped prepare food, shopped, cleaned up 
and supplied food and/or money to help get this off the ground! It 
has been a wonderful way to connect with others in our church 
family as well as community members who are new to our church 
gatherings.  

Addi�onal Upcoming Events 
Sunday                 September 8      12:30 Council meets-Library 

Tuesday               September 10    1:30 Friends Study Group (loca�on TBA) 
Monday               September 16    11:30-1:30 FREE Community Lunch 

Saturday              September 21     Interna�onal Day of Peace 

Sunday                 September 22    2:00 Stamp Out Starva�on Walk beginning at First United Methodist Church-189 Main St. 
Sunday                 October 6            Habitat for Humanity Walk-A-Thon 
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Announcements  
At the Well - We invite you to join us ...at the well, every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, in alternative worship to share 
in a “sense” of God. All are welcome!  
Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room #1 as 
Rev. Gen Dox, leads us in listening for the Word of God.  
Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee 
Hours. Also, we need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour. The Sign Up Sheet is in the Fellow-
ship Hall and there is a “To Do List” in the kitchen tells you what’s required.  
Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable 
food items which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center. Thank you!  
Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Nola Mar-
tin at 769-2005 or email her at rmarti2@twcny.rr.com  
Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church – 189 Main St., Massena – Thursdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
(except July 4, October 25 and November 28, 2013) EVERYONE is welcome!  
Has your group decided to hold a gathering? 
Please remember to notify the church office. Our email address is ecucc@verizon.net and our 24/7 answering 
machine number is 769-8523. We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans.  

Work Begins on Church Tower 
Recently the Trustees and Pastor Judy went 
through the process of finding contractors and 
accepting bids for repair work to the church tow-
er.  After careful consideration a contractor was 
selected to perform the urgently needed repairs.  
Although the repairs come at a significant cost 
(approximately $13,000) it is essential to preserve 
the exterior for years to come.  If you are interest-
ed in donating to the specific Repair & Mainte-
nance Fund you may do so by mailing a check to 
Emmanuel and putting RPM in the memo line. 
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Help Stamp out  
Starvation in Massena! 

 
The Greater Massena Ministerial Association is 

sponsoring a walk to fight hunger locally.  All pro-
ceeds raised will benefit St. Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty, Salvation Army, Neighborhood Center and 

Meals on Wheels. 
 

2:00 p.m. 
First United Methodist 
Church, Massena, NY 
September 22, 2013 

 
See your pastor for details if you would like to participate. 


