
Earth Day is celebrated each year, but what does that 
mean to us?  I recently read a book that devoted a 
chapter to “redeeming the earth.”  A good part of the 
chapter spoke of John “Woolman (1720-1772) who 
envisioned a life of holiness as a life lived with justice 
and peace between people, animals, and the whole of 
creation.  Woolman felt that “true religion” fostered a 
life of inward devotion manifested in an outward ex-
pression of love and care toward all living things. 
  
I also read of a man, David Saw Wah  who lives deep in the jungles of Thailand in a tiny refugee camp.  He is 
responsible for transforming that small camp into an experiment in sustainable living.  He plants trees and 
crops together in a small section of earth, manufactures energy-efficient charcoal briquettes using plant and 
waste materials, taps methane gas from pig manure to provide free cooking gas, purifies water and im-
proves the quality of life for those living in the camp in multiple other ways. 
  
Certainly the glory of God is revealed in actions such as this, and the most amazing piece of this, is that it 
takes place in a refugee camp, a community borne out of violence.  Elaine Heath says; “As long as Christians 
buy cheap products manufactured by slave labor, we contribute to oppressive political and economic sys-
tems that force millions of people, including Wah, into inhumane living conditions.”  (Pg. 111, The Mystic 
Way of Evangelism)  -  OUCH!! 
  
Certainly Earth has been affected by pollution of air, land, and water, the loss of species diversity, a deterio-
rating ozone layer, and so much more.  I ask that we as a community of faith approach these important is-
sues not just from a conservation stance.  Let us also be motivated by our love of God – the creator – and 
our love for God’s creation.  The degraded ecological state of the world is in part a spiritual problem rooted 
in modernity’s separation and alienation from the rest of nature.  When see ourselves as primarily consum-
ers and no longer part of the whole of creation, our vision is skewed. 
 
A number of years ago, our congregation engaged in conversation about what it means to be good stewards 
of creation.  We made a decision to eliminate Styrofoam from church dinners and fellowship hour.  Re-
cently, Executive Council revisited our use of paper and plastics and decided it was time to eliminate plastic 
utensils also.  If you are helping with a lunch, dinner or fellowship hour you may decide to use regular plates 
instead of paper as well.  That is totally up to you, but there are a number of folks (including Gary and I) 
who are more than willing to help with dish washing.  If for some reason there is not anyone available to 
wash the silverware, just leave it soaking and it will be processed in the dish washer on Monday. 
 
There are always exceptions to the rules and this is not an edict passed from “on high” to make your life 
more complicated.  Perhaps you may feel called to help clean up instead of providing food or beverages – 
that would be greatly appreciated.  Council’s hope is to bring awareness to our role as stewards of the 
world around us and act on that.  May our actions be rooted out of gratitude and love for God, now and 
always. 
 
Be blessed, 
Pastor Judy 

Creation Care 
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“Let each of you 

look not only to his 

own interests, but 

also to the inter-

ests of others”   

-Philippians 2:4 
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     The Messenger 
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“And let us 

consider one 

another to 

provoke unto love 

and to good 

works:“ 

- Hebrews 10:24 

 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 

The Executive Council met April 6, 2014.  
 
Discussion took place regarding the cost and use of 
plastic utensils and paper plates as well as the environ-
mental impact of their use.  It was decided that we will 
stop purchasing the plastic utensils and instead use the 
regular silverware.  We will encourage the use of regu-
lar plates when possible and look in to purchasing eco-
friendly disposable plates for when needed. 
 
A Safe & Sound Campaign update was provided.  Ap-
proval to purchase the necessary camera equipment was give and as such has been ordered. 
 
The Trustees reported that the office seems to be running efficiently and want to relay a spe-
cial thank you to all those assisting.  It was also reported that the budget is holding okay and 
bills continue to be paid.  The Christian Ed building continues to have heating issues.  Discus-
sions are ongoing with Cornerstone and other companies regarding a solution. 
 
Pastor Judy reported that she along with other GMMA members had visited the homeless 
shelter in Malone.  She was very impressed with the operation.  About 60% of their funding 
comes from a single appeal letter.  Their total budget is $50,000 - $60,000. annually. 
 
UCCNY—Mission is in Nicaragua.  Two missionaries have been there weekly.  They will be at 
Emmanuel in June to speak.  We need to finalize lodging arrangements for them. 
 
EKHN Church in Germany sends two interns to the New York conference each year.  The 
Church that hosts an intern is only responsible for housing related costs.  We are looking in 
to possibly applying for an intern in the future. 
 
Mothers Day Breakfast fundraiser will be held on May 11th.  Matt L and Brenda S will coordi-
nate. 
 
Next Meeting May 18th at 12:30 in the Church Library. 
 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Join us for Bible  
stories, crafts, music, and 
dancing. Classes start at 

10 AM.  
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In Memoriam  
Joyce Alice Robertson Richardson passed away on Thursday, April 10, 2014, in El 
Paso, Texas. Joyce was born on March 11, 1928 in Sterling, New York to Harriett 
Cobb Robertson and Charles W. Robertson. She graduated from nursing school in 
1949. She served in the U.S. Army as a registered nurse at numerous posts in the 
U.S. and around the world from 1954 to 1975 when she retired with the rank of Lt. 
Colonel. Graveside services were held at Ft. Bliss National Cemetery on April 17th. 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
A breakfast fundraiser will be held on Mother’s Day, May 
11th.  Treat mom, yourself, or your friends and family to a 
freshly cooked, hot breakfast.  The menu included French 
Toast Bakes, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Juice, Coffee, 
and more.  Cost is only $5 per person and all proceeds will go 
to the Emmanuel Congregational General Fund. 

Sunday - June 8 
On Pentecost Sunday David Gaewski, UCCNY Conference Minister, will be preaching 
at 11:00 a.m.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend. A pot luck lunch will follow 
service. 
 
Wednesday - June 11   
Presentation by Timothy Donaghy and Laura Jean Torgerson who were appointed by 
the Common Global Ministries Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 
the United Church of Christ to serve a 3-1/2 year term with the Christian Mission 
Church in Nicaragua.  All are welcome to attend.  Pot luck supper will be at 5:30 p.m. 

Save the Dates - Upcoming June Events 

Easter Sunday 2014 
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“If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive 

us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.”  

- 1 John 1:9 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

from kpmifoundation.org  

Kairos believes that true rehabilitation starts with the 

“heart”. With this in mind our ministry to incarcerated 
men and women begins with the Kairos weekend where 

volunteers model and communicate God’s uncondi-
tional love, grace and mercy. It is here that God begins 

changing hearts. A key outcome of the Kairos weekend 
is for participants to find hope and a new vision for 

their life through a relationship with God.  

The prison environment fosters isolation. During the weekend many participants 
take their first steps in learning to become vulnerable with one another. Follow-
ing the weekend, they are encouraged to be involved in small groups focusing on 
accountability, encouragement and prayer. Those groups meet weekly and Kairos 
volunteers continue to return and provide discipleship and mentoring. God con-
tinues His work of changing hearts and transforming lives as the participants 
strengthen their relationship with Christ and with each other.  They grow in their 
understanding that, with God’s help, a changed way of life is  possible.  As trans-
formation continues, new attitudes are expressed in changed behavior. Soon they 
are impacting the world in which they live —inside the prison walls or outside 
upon their release.  

Kairos - Ministering to the Incarcerated 

Interested in learning more?  Please feel free to contact or talk to Gary Van Ken-
nen, Jeff Stone, or Jerry Ward  regarding the Kairos program.  
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 8am until noon. 

At the Well - We invite you to join us ...at the well, every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, in alternative worship to share in a “sense” of 

God.  All are welcome! 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox leads us 

in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we need 

people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do list” in the 

kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items which are 

taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 769-7936 

or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. (except July 4, October 

25 and November 28, 2013) EVERYONE is welcome! 

Knitwits - Interested in Knitting?  Whether you are a seasoned pro or a new beginner join the Knitwits each Wednesday at 6:30pm. 

Has you group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  Our 

email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 769-

8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

 

Additional Calendar Items 

Thursday May 8  6:30 PM  Trustees Meeting - Church Library 
Sunday  May 11  9:00 - 10:45 Breakfast Fundraiser 
Tuesday  May 13    1:30   Friends' Study Group 
Sunday   May 18  12:30  Executive Council Meeting - Library 
Monday  May 21  11:30  Free Community Lunch @ Emmanuel 
Monday  May 26    Memorial Day - Church Office Closed 
                                                    

The Knitwits are back!  The Knitwits will resume 
their regular meetings Starting Wednesday May 
7th.  They meet every Wednesday evening at 6:30.  
All are welcome and no experience is required.  
Come chat, knit, and laugh with others. 


