
  
 
 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the best 
known Bible passages, but I invite you to take another 
look at it.  Take a moment if you will, before continuing 
on and read Luke 10:25-37. 
 
I'm sure the first time this was told it would not have 
made it to the top ten list of parables.  Jesus' audience 
must have been shocked when a Samaritan was chosen to be a model of love and com-
passion to a neighbor in need.  The parable was actually Jesus' response to the question 
"who is my neighbor?" 
 
Remember, Jesus said the two greatest commands were to love God and to love our 
neighbor.  If our neighbor is someone who thinks like us and acts like us, then it is easy 
to love them.  But if our neighbor is someone we see as an enemy, someone we would 
never associate with (as was the case between Jews and Samaritans) it is much more 
difficult to love them.  The Samaritans were scorned by the Jews because of their mixed 
Jewish and Gentile ancestry.  Jews would have gone out of their way to avoid coming 
into contact with a Samaritan.  Yet, it is the Samaritan who acted with compassion and 
mercy. 
 
Today, our world is filled with angry rhetoric and words that push those who are differ-
ent than us, further away.  We excuse our intolerance because of fear and prejudice.  Is 
that in keeping with Jesus' teaching?   
 
Understanding and compassion are the only ways we will truly be able to "love our 
neighbor."  By that I mean "all" our neighbors.  We read a book a few years ago called 
"Faith Club."  In it three women; a Muslim, a Jew and a Christian agreed to spend time 
together and made a commitment to learn about each other's faith traditions.  It was 
difficult, but very rewarding.  In the end, each one said it had changed their life and how 
they saw others.  This Fall, we will be starting a "Faith Club" here in Massena.  There will 
be more information about it as we get closer to the end of Summer.  I hope you will 
consider joining and learning more about yourself and our neighbors. 
 
Be blessed, 
Pastor Judy    
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“May the God of 

hope fill you with 

all joy and peace 

as you trust in 

him, so that you 

may overflow 

with hope by the 

power of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

- Romans 15:13 
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“And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the 

name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father 

through him.” 

- Colossians 3:17 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Vacation Bible School will once again be spon-
sored by a group of Massena churches and will 
be held at Emmanuel Congregational Church 

from July 18th to July 22nd.  The program is for 
children in grades K through 6.  There are also 

many opportunities for older children to be 
guides as well as lots of areas that adults could 
assist in.  For more information please contact 

Pastor Judy. 

Vacation Bible School 

Did you know that Emmanuel has both a Facebook 
page and a website?  Our Facebook page can be found 
at www.facebook.com/ECUCCMassena and contains 
lots of great posts, links, and other material.  We also 
have our webpage which can be found at 
www.uccmassena.org.  The webpage has lots of great 
videos, pictures, and links as well as the current and ar-
chived newsletters.  Check them out and be sure to 
‘like’ our Facebook page so that you receive periodic 
updates 

Stay Connected - Emmanuel FB & Webpage 

 
Our annual church picnic will be held on  

Sunday August 14th.  As has been done in pre-
vious years the church will provide, via the 

events fund, hamburgers, hotdogs, and other 
basic items. There will also be a sign up sheet 

for those interested and able to bring a dish or 
item to share. 

 

The event will once again be held at the home 
of Mary Jo Fairbanks in Wilson Hill.  Additional 

details and a signup sheet will be available 
closer to the event.  Mark your calendars now 

though to save the date! 

J U L Y  2 0 1 6  

Save the Date 
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Peek, Ponder, & Pray 

Ponder: What items that you own remind you of 
your younger years? Why have you kept these items? 

 
Pray: God, you have seen us as we’ve survived all of 

our ridiculous trends: bell bottoms, big bangs, banana 
clips and beyond. Our closets and drawers filled with 
the remnants of our younger years. No matter what 
we wore or whose poster we had on our walls, you 

loved us. Motivate us to clear out some of these cabi-
nets filled with things from our past. But help us to 
hold on to many dear (and cheesy) memories from 

these years. Amen. 
 

Written by: Michelle L. Torigian - Photo credit: Michelle L. Torigian 

from www.ucc.org—archived 

Highland House 
Did you know that Emmanuel will soon be having two interns joining us.  The first will be here in early August 
and will be with us for a month.  Then later in the year we will be having another intern join us for almost a 
year! We are excited to be having these folks join our community and will be sharing more details soon.  In 
the meantime we need your help.  In an effort to prepare the Highland House, which is where the interns will 
be staying, we need to gather and obtain some essential items for the house.  Below is a list of some items 
we are looking for.  These do not have to be new items.  If there is something you would like to donate 
please sign up on the list that will be available at the church or let Brenda S. know as she is coordinating this 
effort.  We will be having a ‘House Warming’ event at church on July 24th, more information to follow. 
 
  BAKING DISHES     BATHROOM CLEANERS 
  BATHROOM MAT     BATHROOM TOWELS 
  BROOM/ DUSTPAN    CLEANING PRODUCTS 
  CURTAINS      DEHUMIDIFIER (for BASEMENT) 
  DOUBLE BED MATTRESS/FRAME  END TABLE 
  KICHEN DETERGENTS    KITCHEN TABLE/CHAIRS 
  KITCHEN TOWELS     KITCHEN WASHCLOTHS 
  LAMPS      POTS 
  RADIO      SCATTER RUGS 
  SHADES      SHOWER CURTAIN 
  SILVERWARE     SPICES - SALT/PEPPER/ETC 
  TV       WASHCLOTHS 
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi -Purpose Room as Rev. 

Gen Dox leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non -food and non-perishable 

food items which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - I f you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo 

Fairbanks at 769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. 

EVERYONE is welcome! 

 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

 

 

Additional Calendar Items 

Sunday  July  3       11:00am Ecumenical Service 
Sunday  July 10    12:30pm Trustee Meeting (Library) 
Monday July  18      1:30pm Vacation Bible School Begins  
 

                                         
    

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

We would like to have a pool of volunteer drivers that would be willing to on occasion give a ride to 
and from Church for those who may need one.  If you are interested in helping provide transporta-

tion please call the Church office at 315-769-8523 or email ecuccmassena@gmail.com 

For the most current and complete calendar information visit 
www.uccmassena.org or contact the Church office at 315-769-8523 


