
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 
The Gospel of John describes the event where God makes 
God’s self known to us as an ordinary man, living among 
ordinary people, in ordinary relationships.  God is acting in 
a unique and direct way through the incarnation – the life, 
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth. 

 
The wonderful thing Jesus brought was an opportunity for 
a special relationship and knowledge of God that was not 
possible before.  It is important to remember that Jesus 
could only have come when he did.  Not before – not after.  
At the “fullness of time” God sent His son into the world to 
reveal the nature of God to the whole world.  God accomplished this time of preparation in the 
many ways God had been with his people through all the previous centuries and the words of 
the prophets.  John the Baptist announced his coming with the words; “prepare ye the way of 
the Lord.” 

 
During the time of Advent – this time of waiting and anticipation, the one word that is on our 
minds is “preparation.”  Are we prepared for Christmas?  Our “to do” lists seem endless.  The 
most important preparation is that of our hearts to receive Jesus.  The choir sings an anthem 
entitled; “Is Your Heart Prepared for a King?”  I leave you with that question – is your heart 
prepared for the coming of the Christ?  If not, then I urge you to make room for him in your 
hearts and lives. 
 
My you be blessed with the hope, love, peace and joy that Christmas brings. 
 
Pastor Judy   

December - is your heart prepared? 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

December... 1 

Taize Service 2 

Christmas 

Fund 

3 

Executive 

Council 

4 

Announce-

ments 

5 

Calendar 6 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 3  

“When they 

saw the star, 

they rejoiced 

exceedingly 

with great joy” 

- Matthew 

2:10 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

If you would like to put a red or white poinsettia 
on the altar for the Christmas season in honor or 

memory of someone, please have that informa-
tion to the church office by Tuesday, December 
10th.  We'd like to have the poinsettias on the 
altar beginning Sunday, December 15th.  Please 

make sure to put your name on your poinsettia 
and to take it home after worship on Sunday, 
January 5th.  Thank you.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
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“May the God of 

hope fill you with 

all joy and peace 

in believing, so 

that by the power 

of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound 

in hope.”  

-Romans 15:13 

Taizé Service to be held at Emmanuel  
On December 11th there will be a candlelight Taizé service at 7:30.  This 

service will be in place of our "Blue Christmas Service." We recognize the 

Christmas season is not always easy. If you are looking for a more quiet, 

reflective time of worship, come join us for the Taize worship. This will 

also replace the normal Wednesday night service for that week.   

Taizé Prayer is an ecumenical form of prayer meant to foster reconciliation 

and peace among all people. Christians of all traditions share in this ecu-

menical group. Taizé Prayer is meditative common prayer. Gathered in the 

presence of Christ, we sing uncomplicated repetitive songs, uncluttered by 

too many words, allowing the mystery of God to become tangible through 

the beauty of simplicity. 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

RVHfH Gift Wrapping in December 
REMINDER: The Raquette Valley Habitat for Humanity will once again 

be raising money by wrapping gifts for shoppers at St. Lawrence Cen-

tre Mall in Massena.  Volunteers are currently needed to assist with 

wrapping on December 6th.  We are signed up to from noon to 5pm 

for that day, if you are interested in helping please contact Barb   

Sanford. 

Emmanuel needs a volunteer to serve as our Historian.  The Historian will help or-
ganize and preserve various documents such as newspaper clippings and photos.  

They will also help document and record special events.  If you feel called to help 
with this please see Pastor Judy for more information. 

Help Wanted - Church Historian Needed 

Emmanuel Welcomes New Members 
On Sunday November 24, 2013 Emmanuel officially welcomed several new mem-

bers.  Thomas and Kathleen Baker, Patrick Eller, Ronald “Joe” Fields, Mary Jane 

Purves, and Barbara Tynon were all welcomed by the congregation as official new 

members following a special part of the service.  If you are interested in becoming 

a member of Emmanuel please see Pastor Judy for more details. 



Christmas at Emmanuel CD 
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Enjoy your Christmas favorites, performed by Massena's own James C. 

Phillips and recorded live at Emmanuel Congregational UCC, December 

2011! The CD is a great Christmas gift.  All sale proceeds will benefit Em-

manuel Congregational UCC.  CDs are $12.00 (plus $3.00 shipping and 

handling for mail orders) 

You can purchase CDs at the Church office (Mornings only) or at any Sun-

day Service.  To order by mail please send a Cashier’s Check or Money Or-

der for $15 made payable to Emmanuel Congregational to Emmanuel Con-

gregational, 39 West Orvis Street, Massena, NY 13662.  You may call the 

church office at 315-769-8523 for more information. 

“Give, and it 

will be given 

to you...”  

- Luke 6:38 

The Christmas Fund:  
Remembering Those Who Serve Our Church 
 

Provides financial aid to retired and active 
ministers and their surviving spouses and chil-
dren who face overwhelming financial de-
mands, a ministry carried out by the Pension 
Boards. This fund will be received on the Sun-
day before Christmas.   

Longtime member, Beryl Bond and her son 
Jeff pictured here attending a recent service 
at Emmanuel. 

Some of the Sunday School children 
sang a song for the congregation at a 
recent service. 

http://www.magiproject.org/
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“And the angel 

said to them, Fear 

not, for behold, I 

bring you good 

news of great joy 

that will be for 

all the people.” 

- Luke 2:10 

 

Bible Anagram Answers - Were You Able to Solve Them 

From Your Executive Council 
The Executive Council met Nov 10th. 
 
Missions Committee has met. $250.00 will be donated to aid a church in Syracuse with 
the postal costs, of shipping items, such as wheel chairs to a mission in Nigeria to aid 
people with disabilities. This will be given in honor of Norberta. $200.00 was donated to 
the fund for the Boys and Girls Club. Up to $1000.00 will go to the Massena Neighbor-
hood Center. Norberta will be checking on what they need. 
 
Pastor Judy would like people to help greet and hand out name tags. 
 
Kathy Dunkelberg has met with Mark to start work on the budget. The Stewardship Pro-
gram has begun. 
 
A nominating committee for next year’s Executive Council will meet soon with Pastor 
Judy. Rande, Norberta and Barbara’s terms on council will be up at the end of this year.  
 
Various dates have been set for December (See Calendar for details) 
 
Thank you from Rande & Chris for all who aided with the Harvest Dinner, held Sat 
11/02/13. $467.00 was collected in donations. This went to the Restoration-Preventive 
maintenance fund. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Rande Jean Ashley 
Church Clerk 

RULE JAMES = JERUSALEM      ANY BLOB = BABYLON      A LEG LIE = GALILEE 

                 BIG ONE = GIBEON         SEASONAL ITCH = THESSALONICA      

A TRUSS = TARSUS           NO HERB = HEBRON            IS A DRAIN = SARDINIA 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Join us for Bible  
stories, crafts, music, 
and dancing. Classes 

start at 10 AM.  



“Hanging of the Greens” 
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Everyone is welcome to join us on Wednesday December 
4th to decorate the church for the Christmas season.  The 
decorating even will take the place of the normal Wednesday 
night service for that week.  

Phillips Memorial Remembrance Ceremony 
In honor of those who have recently passed away; David A. 
Frary and the staff of the Phillips Memorial Home, invite you to 
share in a Remembrance Service to commemorate the life of 
your loved one on Sunday December 8th, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Emmanuel Congregational Church 40 West Orvis Street, 
Massena NY. Please invite other family members to attend our 
service for a time of Reflection and Remembrance. Light re-
freshments to follow. 

Announcements 

At the Well - We invite you to join us ...at the well, every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, in alternative worship to share in a “sense” 

of God.  All are welcome! 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox 

leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we need 

people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do list” in the 

kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items 

which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Nola Martin at 769-2005 

or email her at rmarti2@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. (except July 4, 

October 25 and November 28, 2013) EVERYONE is welcome! 

Has you group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  Our 

email address is ecucc@verizon.net and our 24/7 answering machine number is 769-8523.  

We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

 



 

Calendar 

Wednesday Dec. 4   7:30pm  Hanging of the Greens (decorate church for Christmas season)  
     NO Alternative Worship Service 
Thursday  Dec. 5   9-Noon  HeadStart - Com. Rm. 
Sunday  Dec. 8       12:30  Trustees meet 
                                                  2:00  Phillips' Memorial Home Annual Remembrance Service 
Tuesday  Dec. 10      1:30  Friends' Study Group  
     NOTE: Praise Band practice moves to Fri. @ 1:30) 
Wednesday Dec. 11                  9:00am  GMMA meets @ Emmanuel 
                                                  7:30pm Taize/Blue Christmas Service in place of Alt Worship Service 
Sunday  Dec. 15                  12:30  Executive Council meets 
Monday  Dec. 16                  11:30 FREE Community Lunch 
Sunday  Dec. 22                   Annual Cookie/Candy Sale 
Tuesday  Dec. 24                  7:00  Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Wednesday Dec. 25                   Christmas Day—church offices closed—No Activities 
Tuesday  Dec. 31                   Normal Tuesday Activities CANCELLED 
Wednesday  Jan. 1                       Holiday-Church Offices Closed 
                                                   No Choir Practice, Knitwits or Alternative Worship Service 
                                                    


