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"It is because of 

him that you are in 

Christ Jesus, who 

has become for us 

wisdom from God--

that is, our right-

eousness, holiness 

and redemption.” 

- 1  Corinthians 1:30 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

This year's Lenten Study is not for the faint of heart.  It is a study 
that reflects on all the things that hold our attention, occupy 
our minds and monopolize our time, yet still isolate us from 
God and the world around us. Things like social media, phones, 
the noise of life, and focus on the external. Imagine taking on 
the challenge of giving up each of these for a week. During this 
seven-week study, Dottie Escobedo Frank takes the reader on a 
journey of self discovery, where he or she learns that the power 
of release brings great gain. The biggest gain is a stronger rela-
tionship with Christ. In the release, each person is freed to "give 
it up" in applause and praise for a life deeply lived in Christ. 
 
Granted, it may be too difficult to give up our phones or inter-
net for an entire week, but even a day of fasting from these distractions will give one new 
insight and a closer walk with God. 
 
Please contact the office 769-8523 if you would like a book, the cost is $10.  It is also availa-
ble for kindle download at Amazon if you prefer that.  Please let me know if you are interest-
ed in the Wednesday night group at 7:30 or if there is enough interest for an afternoon 
group as well. 
 
I look forward to taking this Lenten journey with you! 
 
Be blessed, 
Pastor Judy 

‘Give it Up!’ 

We will be collecting recipes and designing a new cookbook.  We 
will be printing the cookbooks to sell as a fundraiser.  All funds 
raised from the cookbook sale will go to Emmanuel Congregational 
Church to support our operations and activities. 
  
We invite you to submit one or more recipes to be possibly includ-
ed in the cookbook.  You may submit recipes in a variety of ways.  
There are forms available at the church and on our website 
www.uccmassena.org under the ‘cookbook’ menu tab.   
 
You are welcome to submit 1 - 5 recipes.  We will try to include all 
recipes but should there be overlap we may need to randomly se-
lect from the duplicates.  Submission deadline is February 21st.   
Please see Matt L. for more information. 

‘Emmanuel is Making a Cookbook’ 
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"Also that everyone 

should eat and drink 

and take pleasure in 

all his toil—this is 

God's gift to man.” 

- Ecclesiastes 3:13 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

On Sunday, January 17, 2016 Emmanuel Congregational Church held it’s annual meeting.  The meeting featured a 
variety of committee reports as well as the presentation of the budget for the coming year and statement of finan-
cial position.  Below are highlights from the meeting. 
 
* The proposed budget was approved.  While a significant deficit is budgeted for the coming year we are confident     
    and prayerful that we will be able to navigate the tough economy and end the year with a more positive picture    
    than we are currently budgeted for. 
 
* The nominating committee presented a slate of candidates for various positions which was approved by      the    
    congregation.  Below are the newly approved members and their position. 
 
     Executive Council  Deacons   Clerk 
     Joel Auger   MaryEllen Casselman Rande Jean Ashley 
     Linda Besio   Kathy Dunkleberg    
     Gay Rawlins   Jane DuBray (filled vacancy) 
 
     Treasurer   Christian Ed  Pastoral Relations Comm. 
     Kathy Dunkleberg  Mary Jane Purves  Janet Peterson 
 
*  A bylaw change was proposed.  After a discussion, the bylaw as listed below was approved by a majority      of the   
    members in attendance at the meeting. 

 
Article VIII Section 6  
A quorum at any meeting of the entire Church consists of twelve(12)voting members. A majority vote of the mem-
bers present and voting shall ordinarily be decisive except that the call of the Pastor shall require 2/3 of all voting 
members of the Church present at the meeting specifically called for this purpose. Quorum at any other meetings 
such as the Executive Council or committee meetings shall consist with a simple majority. If at any time a majority 
is no longer present the quorum is lost then no official action may be taken until a majority is once again present 
and a quorum is reestablished. 
 
A full listing of committee members will be prepared and released for reference in the coming weeks. 

Annual Meeting Highlights 

Did you Know? 
There certainly are many of us who enjoy the wonderful fellowship and 
refreshments after Church on Sunday but did you know if you sign up to 
help with the coffee hour you are actually not required to make a whole 
meal?  That’s right, we happen to have some great people who enjoy 
cooking that will go above and beyond and treat us to some great dishes 
during coffee hour but it is not required.  A lite snack and clean up is all 
that is asked of those that signup. 
 
If you sign up for one of the coffee hours you can make it as simple or complex as you prefer.  Maybe 
something small like coffee and cookies, or maybe some more complex, it’s your choice.   Feel free to sign 
up and do whatever fits your time and ability.  Not able to do the clean up afterward? Sign up with a 
friend and share the responsibility.  There is lots of flexibility in hosting the coffee hour and we hope more 
people will consider doing so.  I think we would all agree that the fellowship is the best part of the coffee 
hour, everything else is just a nice bonus! 
 
Also, there is a bin located near the entrance of the Fellowship Hall which holds non-perishable items for 
future Coffee Hours .  If you would like to donate to items like cookies, crackers, chips, etc. we would ap-
preciate it.  Just drop it in the bin!  Can't locate it?  Ask Sharon Neault for help. 
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“Peek, Ponder, Pray” (from ucc.org) 
Ponder: What does it mean to love someone in ALL ways? 
And is it possible to love someone ALWAYS? 
 
Pray: Perfect God, We trust that you Love in ALL ways,  
ALWAYS. Teach us to Love in More Ways, Most of the Time. 
Amen. 
 
Written by: Sue Donnelly - Photo credit: Michelle L. Torigian 

Executive Council - Annual Reorganization 
On Sunday January 31st the Executive Council held it’s annual reor-
ganization meeting.  Below are the highlights 
 

 Continuing on as Moderator is Sharon Neault 
 Voted in as new Trustees are Linda Besio and Gay Rawlins 
 Meetings will continue to typically be on the third Sunday of 

each month (subject to change due to holidays or other events) 

Events & Fundraising 
The Executive Council recently gave approval to several events for 
the upcoming year.  There will be a variety of events and activities 
happening at various times of the year, from simple fellowship activi-
ties to more formal fundraisers.  Some of the events to come include  
a ‘Taste of Italy’ night, SERRV sale, a High Tea event, and an election 
day ham dinner to name just a few.  More information for each 
event will be provided as the year progresses, in the meantime if you 
are interested in possibly chairing or co-chairing an activity please 
see Brenda Seguin as she in coordinating the event list and will be 
able to tell you what is needed. 

Are you on Facebook? 
 

We are too! 
 

Like our Page at  
www.facebook.com/ecuccmassena 
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

Lenten Study - Will meet Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. during the season of Lent to discuss the book "Give it Up: A 

Lenten Study for Adults" 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox 

leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items 

which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 

769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. EVERYONE is 

welcome! 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

 

Additional Calendar Items 

Sunday  February 7  12:30pm Trustee Meeting—Library 
Tuesday February 09    1:30pm Friends Study Group 
Wednesday February 10    7:30pm Ash Wednesday Service 
Sunday  February 21  12:30pm Executive Council Meeting 

                                           

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

We would like to have a pool of volunteer drivers that would be willing to on occasion give a ride to 
and from Church for those who may need one.  If you are interested in helping provide transportation 

please call the Church office at 315-769-8523 or email ecuccmassena@gmail.com 

For the most current and complete calendar information visit 
www.uccmassena.org or contact the Church office at 315-769-8523 
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Lenten Luncheons 
In conjunction with the Lenten worship services sponsored by Great-
er Massena Ministerial Association (GMMA), there will be series of 
luncheons provided.  Each luncheon will be held after each Lenten 
worship service.  Members of several local churches will be preparing 
and serving the lunches.  A free offering will be accepted to benefit 
the community meal.  Specific menus are as follows: 
 
 February 17th — Spanish Rice, tossed salad, dessert, & beverage.  (Provided by St. Johns Church) 
 
 February 24th — Mac & Cheese, tossed salad, dessert & beverage. (Provided by Sacred Heart/St. 

Marys/St. Josephs) 
 
 March 2nd — Goulash, Caesar salad, dessert & beverage (Provided by Emmanuel Congregational 

Church) 
 
 March 9th — Chicken and Veggie Casserole, coleslaw, dessert & beverage (Provided by Grace Method-

ist Church & Salvation Army) 
 
 March 16th — TBD (Provided by New Testament Church and First United Methodist Church 
 
Please join us.  In the event of bad weather the worship service and luncheon may be cancelled, please 
watch or listen to your local cancellation notices. 
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