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“We know that 

Christ, being 

raised from the 

dead, will never 

die again, death 

no longer has do-

minion over him.” 

- Romans 6:5 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

As I write this, we are a couple of days away from Palm Sunday, 
and of course my mind is focused on the Scripture passage for 
Sunday’s sermon.  This year’s reading is taken from the Gospel of 
Mark and the sentence that sticks in my mind is: “If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ Just say this, ‘The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here immediately.’” 
 
Jesus has just instructed his followers to get a colt that has never 
been ridden which Jesus will ride into Jerusalem on.  Here is a 
young animal, never been ridden and Jesus mounts it and rides into Jerusalem in a celebra-
tory procession.  I don’t know a lot about horses, but I can’t imagine this animal being the 
most docile. 
 
When Jesus calls us into service, some of us have no experience doing this “church thing” do 
we?  It may seem rather foreign, but yet we are compelled to go where Jesus calls us.  Do we 
too, get caught up in the excitement, joining the crowd as they proclaim “Hosanna, Hosan-
na!”  Isn’t it much easier to follow Jesus when you’re with a crowd who is generating excite-
ment and enthusiasm? 
 
But what happens when the parade ends?  Jesus has left for the upper room, and then the 
garden, and we find ourselves standing in the street.  If you have envisioned yourself as that 
young colt, did someone actually take the time to return you to your former place?  Proba-
bly not.  Once you have encountered Jesus, it is probably impossible to go back where you 
once were.  
 
When we find ourselves alone, it’s a good time to reflect, pray, and allow God to speak to 
you.   
 
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week.  It is my favorite time of the year.  This 
week brings the sacred a little closer and new insight in the sufferings of Christ that are a gift 
to the church.  This week above all others, we can find new meaning in the Love of God as it 
is seen and lived out in the passion of Christ. 
 
Take time to just sit in the presence of God – mediate on His Word – give thanks for Jesus 
Christ and His love for you.  Receive that love with gratitude. 
 
May you have a blessed Holy Week and a glorious Easter celebration! 
 
Pastor Judy 

Holy Week 
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“If you confess with 

your mouth that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God 

raised him from the 

dead, you will be 

saved.” 

- Romans 10:9 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Our Fellowship/Coffee Hour following worship each Sunday is a very 
important part of our ministry here at Emmanuel.  It is wonderful to 
see so many people stay after worship to enjoy a bite of food and 
some great company every Sunday!  But, we do need people to sign 
up to provide some refreshments and to clean up afterwards.   
 
If by chance there is a Sunday when no one has signed up, it has 
been decided to collect and store some snacks that would be availa-
ble to be put out.  Therefore, we are asking that when you go gro-
cery shopping please consider buying an item such as a bag of chips or pretzels, cookies or any 
other non-perishable snack type food.   There will be a container available in the Community 
Room for your contributions. Your help with this fellowship ministry will be greatly appreciated!  
 
Thanks you to those who have provided refreshments and cleanup for our Coffee Hours!  
When you do sign up to do the refreshments/cleanup, it is not necessary to provide a full meal 
but just a lite snack!  Since our Coffee Hours are so well attended we recommend that two or 
three people sign up together to help offset the cost and workload.  It can be difficult for one per-
son to donate the refreshments plus do the cleanup (dishes, cleaning tables, etc…).  Thank you all 
for your help each Sunday! 

Sunday Snacks 

Easter Sunday is April 5th, spring flowers for the altar may be giv-
en in honor or in memory of family and friends. Please bring in 
the flowers and/or plants Easter week and leave them down-
stairs in the Community Room. Please choose plants that are not 
fully in bloom. If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation please contact Barb Sanford. Thank you for your help!  

Easter Plants & Flowers 

Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunday service will be at 11:00 
am on April 5th.  There will be an Easter 
Dinner for those interested at 1:00 pm.  
If you intend on staying for the dinner 
please sign up at the Church so that 

enough food is prepared for everyone 
attending. 

A P R I L  2 0 1 5  
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Relay for Life  
This year’s Relay for Life event will be held at the Louisville Communi-
ty Center on June 5, 2015 from 6pm to Midnight.  A group from Em-
manuel once again has a team, Commas for a Cure, that has signed up 
for the event.  If you are interested  in joining the team or just helping 
out with the event related activities please contact Lori Blaha or Matt 
LeBire.  Regardless, please be sure to mark your calendars to attend 
this wonderful event.  More information about what Relay for Life is 
can be found at www.relayforlife.org.  

Thoughts for our Journey (from ucc.org) 

 
It’s good and right  

to set time apart from 
all the business and 

busyness of life and just 
rest, read and relax with 

your thoughts.   
 

Treat yourself to the 
moment. 

Copyright 2015 brotherjohn Gaudreau OEF 
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“...who through 

him are believers 

in God, who raised 

him from the dead 

and gave him 

glory, so that your 

faith and hope are 

in God.”  

- 1 Peter 1:21 

 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

The 03/15/15 meeting was called to order at 12:43 PM by 
Sharon Neault (moderator).  Pastor Judy led the group in 
prayer. 
 
Minutes from February 15th meeting were approved after a 
motion by Victor Ashley and seconded by Glenn Jacks.  Mo-
tion passed. 
 
NEW SIGN –  Pastor Judy reported that the sign committee 
has met and are working on ideas for a new sign.  They have 
decided that the website address should be on the new sign and that certain key words should also 
be present.  The committee will continue to meet and will eventually pass along ideas for the new 
sign to council and the vitality cluster group. 
 
TRUSTEES -  Still proceeding with the bid soliciting process to have roof and chimney repairs done a 
the manse.  They are also seeking estimates for tree trimming and removal around the various prop-
erties.  The house on Highland will be put on the market for sale on April 1, 2015.  We are still trying 
to arrange a work day to complete a sound wiring change and to install the last couple of cameras.  
 
PASTORS REPORT – Pastor Judy will once again be coordinating an Easter dinner.  Those interested 
should sign up or speak with her.  The dinner will be at 1:00 on Easter Sunday.  Pastor Judy also re-
ported that the Malone church is having some major structural issues and are facing roughly a half of 
million dollars in needed repairs.   
 
NEW BUSINESS – Our fellowship coffee hour was discussed.  The size of the group and the fellowship 
that is happening is great to see and such a positive part of Emmanuel.  The idea of having some 
‘snacks’ in storage that could be put out on the occasions where no one signed up to bring in refresh-
ments was discussed.  It was agreed that this was a good idea to pursue.  A notice/reminder will be 
published in the newsletter and announced at Church.   
 
In other new business, Mary Jane has indicated she is willing to do a chicken and biscuit dinner, possi-
bly at the end of April.  More details will be forthcoming.  
 
It was discussed that we need to remind people to wear their nametags as they are a huge help to 
newer attendees who may not know everyone yet. 
 
The next Executive Council Meeting will be on April 19, 2015 at 12:30pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:35pm by a motion from Victor and seconded by Glenn.  Passed 
unanimously.  Pastor Judy led us in prayer. 
 
 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 
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P A G E  5  A P R I L  2 0 1 5  

Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox 

leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items 

which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 

769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. EVERYONE is 

welcome! 

Knitwits - Interested in Knitting?  Whether you are a seasoned pro or a new beginner join the Knitwits each Wednesday at 

6:30pm. 

 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

Additional Calendar Items 

Sunday  April 5    11:00am Easter Sunday Service 
Sunday  April 5      1:00pm  Easter Dinner (please sign up) 
Sunday  April 12      12:30pm Trustee Meeting (Library) 
Tuesday April 14     1:30pm Friends Study Group 
Sunday  April 19   12:30pm Executive Council Meeting 
Monday April 20   11:30am Free Community Lunch @ Emmanuel 
 
 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 
We would like to have a pool of volunteer drivers that would be willing to on occasion give a ride to 
and from Church for those who may need one.  If you are interested in helping provide transporta-

tion please call the Church office at 315-769-8523 or email ecuccmassena@gmail.com 

For the most current and complete calendar information visit 
www.uccmassena.org or contact the Church office at 315-769-8523 


