
Lent is a wonderful time to examine your relationship with God and 
to expand (and enrich) the time you spend with God.  This year the 
book we are reading for our Lenten Study Group is called “A Clearing 
Season: Reflections for Lent”  The goal is to help us draw closer to 
God by clearing space in our lives for God.   
 
Even if you can’t participate in this book group on Wednesday eve-
nings, I encourage you to find ways to create space in your life for 
God.  Instead of giving up your favorite dessert, give up something 
else.  Give up some time – fast from time spent on the internet, or 
watching your favorite TV show and spend it with God.  Pray, read the 
Bible, or simply just sit in the presence of God.  Just clear some space 
for God – just do it! 
 
Be blessed, 
 
Pastor Judy    
 
 
Book Description (from www.amazon.com) 
 
“Cities across the world celebrate the day-before with colorful parades and over-the-top parties. Then Wednesday 
arrives ... Sigh. Lent has begun. 
 
You hear about devout friends giving up seemingly innocent things in life (like chocolate) or stressing out to live a more 
perfect life during six grueling weeks - for reasons you don't completely understand. Sermons about penitence are 
preached, and guilt soaks the congregation.  Sound like a good time?! It's time to rethink Lent.  
 
Or at least see it for the positive opportunity it offers. It's spring-cleaning for the soul! Lent offers you time to pause, 
consider, and renew your relationship with God - an altogether hopeful (not dreary) experience. 
 
"To arrive at newness of life, we first name parts of our lives that are shrouded in darkness," writes Parsons. "To put it 
very dramatically,... your first order of business is to break your heart for God. We walk through some muck so that we 
can leave it behind and find Easter joy beyond... With God's help we will clear the darkness away and begin to experi-
ence greater joy and newness of life." 
 
Sure, there's work to be done during Lent, but it's the gentle, gradual work of opening one's heart and mind to grace. A 
Clearing Season will move you week by week from wilderness to holy ground, using a personal tone that will stir and 
challenge personal reflection. 
 
Parsons includes exercises for small groups, as well as questions at the end of each chapter for individual reflection. 
Also included is an appendix of spiritual practices for Lent you may not have considered before.”  

Lenten Book Study - Begins Wednesday March, 12th @ 7:30 PM 
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“Humble yourselves 

therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, 

that he may exalt 

you in due time” 

-1 Peter 5:6  
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“And do not 

neglect doing good 

and sharing; for 

with such sacrifices 

God is pleased.”  

-Hebrews 13:16 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

Emmanuel has identified two needs that if met will greatly benefit the congregation. 
  
Hearing Assistance System  
One of the challenges for people with mild to severe hearing loss is being 
able to separate out and clearly hear speech over any kind of ambient 
room sounds or background noise. These background sounds can range 
from air-conditioning blowers to small children crying to music. When 
these sounds happen at the same time the pastor is speaking, it can be-
come almost impossible for someone with a hearing impairment to un-
derstand what’s being said.  
  
In an effort to solve this problem for our hearing impaired worshippers we would like to purchase a hearing 
assistance system.  This system will incorporate in with our current sound system.  It will allow individuals to 
use a small wireless receiver with earbuds or headphones that will only pick up what is coming through the 
microphones, allowing them to clearly hear the Pastor, scripture readings, choir, and anything else that is put 
through the sound system.  The cost of obtaining such a system will be approximately $1,000. 
  
Security Camera System 
While Emmanuel continues to be a safe and secure place to gather and 
worship, we feel it will greatly increase our safety and security if we in-
stalled a multi-camera security system.  This system would allow us to 
monitor the downstairs while we are upstairs and vice versa.  It would also 
allow us to capture video when the Church is unattended for reference 
should a need occur.  The cost to obtain this system will be at least $1,500. 
  
We Need Your Help & Generosity  
As most of you know this year's budget is already set and is very tight.  The cost of the two items described 
above is not included in the budget.  In order for us to obtain these two systems we will need to rely on the 
generosity of those able to give.  If you would like to donate to our Safe & Sound Campaign you may do so 
by  using one of the following methods 
  
1.  By Check to Emmanuel (preferred method) 
      Checks may be mailed to: 
                           Emmanuel Congregational Church 
                           39 West Orvis Street 
                           Massena, NY 13662 
 
     *Be sure to put "Safe & Sound" in the memo line to designate your donation to this campaign 
  
2. Donate Online: Online donations using Credit/Debit cards may be made securely online via Paypal using   
    support link on our website 
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PEEK, PONDER, PRAY (from www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit) 

Ponder: People come the world over to 
Paris, with a lock on which they have in-
scribed the name of their beloved, in or-
der to clasp it onto a bridge in front of 
Notre Dame Cathedral, before throwing 
the key into the Seine. Husbands, wives, 
sweethearts, bffs, parents and children, 
all make this pilgrimage. 
 
Pray: Lord, we know that human love is 
not locked up for a lifetime—it changes 
and grows, it ebbs and sometimes even 
corrodes into hatred. Let me love more 
like You: thousands of years strong and 
solid, the sturdiness of an ancient cathe-
dral overlooking a changeable river. 
Amen.  

Have something you would like included in the newsletter or on the website?  Feel free to pass on 

any information, events, photos, or other  material to Matt LeBire via email to 

mlebire@clarkson.edu or talk with him in person. 
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"This is My 

commandment, 

that you love one 

another, just as I 

have loved you.” 

- John 15:12 

 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

 
 
 

Summary of the 2/16/14 meeting. 
 
Missions Committee is looking at doing a Blanket Sunday for CWS and possibly the Heifer Program for Lent. 
 
Christian Education Coordinator Jane DuBray reported that she regularly has 4-5 children in PK-2 grade.  She has two 
new students eight and ten years old.  She is exploring starting a second class for that age group.  Another teacher 
would be needed to do this so she will be exploring various options. 
 
Trustees reported a few minor issues at the Manse (toilet running in basement and some chimney work). They are 
also checking on the heating in the Education Building.  Kate Mast is looking into a new doorbell system.  They are 
looking into assisted hearing devices and security cameras.  Matt LeBire suggested starting a campaign for these two 
items which would have a total cost of at least $2,500.  It was decided to start a “Safe and Sound” campaign to 
attempt to raise the funds needed. 
 
The Trustees also reported that they will be evaluating the vacant Church Secretary position in three months.  The 
office seems to be running efficiently.  Linda Lakins, Norberta Russo, Ruthann Matthews and others have been as-
sisting with the office duties.  The treasurer, Kathy Dunkelberg, has also been working closely with Pastor Judy to 
accomplish the financial related duties.  The Trustees and Council members were quite pleased and appreciative of 
all of the help and work that has been allowing the Church office to run smoothly thus far. 
 
The budget is holding and the bills are being paid.  Judy and Kathy Dunkelberg have spent hours learning the 
bookkeeping system. 
 
A new thermostat for the electric heater near the back door has been ordered and will be installed when it come in..  
 
Pastor Judy reported that there will be an online meeting with Paul Nixon from Vitality Clusters Program.  She feels 
we are “hitting our stride” in the office.  The office volunteers are going to meet together to make sure they are all 
on one page.  She is looking to do another “Unwrapping Your Gifts” program. 
 
The Health Permit has been renewed and runs out again August 2014. 
  
CCLI licensing is due again.  L. Tuper will check the e-mails from the UCC as there was an article on this. 
 
Additional Fund raisers for the church were discussed, various council members will gather information and report 
back about options at next meeting. 
 
Next Meeting is scheduled for March 16, 2014 @ 12:30 
 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 
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Announcements and Events 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 769-7936 or e-

mail mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com.  

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox leads us in listening for 

the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we need people to sign up 

for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items which are taken to the 

food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. (except July 4, October 25 and 

November 28, 2013) EVERYONE is welcome! 

Knitwits - Knitwits have decided to suspend their meetings for the remainder of winter.  A future announcement will be made when meetings 

resume. 

 Additional Calendar Items 

Wednesday March 5    7:30PM   Ash Wednesday Service 
Thursday  March 6    6:30PM   Trustee Meeting 
Wednesday March 12    7:30PM  Lenten Book Study Group Begins 
Saturday  March 15    9:00AM  Relay for Life Breakfast Prep 
Sunday  March 16    8:30AM  Relay for Life Breakfast Fundraiser @ Emmanuel    
Sunday  March 16  12:30PM  Executive Council Meeting 
Saturday  March 22    7:30AM  Al-A-Non Day of Sharing 
                                                    

Thank you to everyone who helped put on the 
Chicken & Biscuit Dinner fundraiser and to all 
that came out in support of the event.  It was a 
huge success and your hard work and support 
is very much appreciated! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Join us for Bible  
stories, crafts, music, and danc-

ing. Classes start at 10 AM.  
 

Don’t miss out on the fun! 
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