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"Peace I leave 

with you, my 

peace I give unto 

you: not as the 

world giveth, give 

I unto you. Let 

not your heart be 

troubled, neither 

let it be afraid."  

- John 14:27 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

On September 21st we observed the Inter-
national Day of Peace. This Day of Peace 
provides an opportunity for all humanity to 
come together, in spirit and in action, to 
forward the ideals of and conditions for 
peace. There were four of us in attendance, 
but in reality we joined hundreds of mil-
lions worldwide to engage in peace-related 
activities. 
 
It was a bit ironic that when I arrived home that evening, I spent the rest 
of it watching riots in the streets of Charlotte, NC. Yet another reminder 
of the great need for peace in our lives as well as our world. As Chris-
tians we are called to seek the good of the whole human race, and not 
just the good of any one nation or race. Let us remember that peace be-
gins with love. Christ commands us to love God and neighbor - that 
means “all” our neighbors. 
 
This year’s theme song is “Wish” by a young man named Jahmene 
Douglas. Enjoy through this link if you have computer access. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7FONPHnE7I .  
 
Be blessed! 
 
Pastor Judy 

‘Peace’ 
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"So then faith 

cometh by hearing, 

and hearing by the 

word of God."  

- Romans 10:17 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful building to hold worship and fellowship ac-
tivities in.  As can be expected with any building, from time to time various repair and 
maintenance tasks are required.  For example we recently had to hire out to have cracks 
repaired in our parking lot and for the lot to be resealed.   
 
As a result of the various maintenance and repair needs at the Church, Manse, and High-
land House we find ourselves in the position of having a depleted Repair and Maintenance 
Fund.  Please consider, if possible, making a donation to this fund.  By rebuilding this fund 
we will be positioned to continue to take care of our facilities and protect them for the fu-
ture.  Donations may be made online at www.uccmassena.org or by sending a check to the 
Church office at  39 West Orvis Street, Massena, NY 13662.  If sending a check please be 
sure to write RPM in the memo section so we know it is for this particular fund. 

Repair & Maintenance Fund 

Thank you to everyone who either purchased from or 
assisted with our Cabbage Roll Sale.  With the generous 

donations of ingredients and funds, our kitchen crew 
was able to make and sell well over five hundred cab-
bage rolls.  A big thank you to all of those that assisted 
with this event in any manner.  An extra special thank 
you to the phenomenal kitchen crew who spent many 
hours preparing the delicious cabbage rolls.  Your time 

and hard work is greatly appreciated. 

Cabbage Roll Sale a Success! 

An Opportunity to Help! 
Sunday School has begun!  Thank you to Jane Dubray, Arlene Rivers, Lori Blaha and 
Norberta Russo for their current efforts teaching our children. We have another need 
that some of you could help us with.  During the sermon time, children are excused to 
go to an activity time in the Unity Room next door.  We need volunteers to accompa-
ny them, and then return them to sanctuary during the offering or last song.   
 
There will be a sign up sheet on a weekly basis so no one has to do this all the 
time.  Also, the sermon will be heard through the speaker system in the Unity 
Room.  The materials for the children will be available to you.  It is not even required 
that you come up with the ideas or activity.  They are provided.  Please consider help-
ing us with this important ministry!  See Pastor Judy or Jane Dubray if you have any 
questions. 
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Emmanuel UCC @ the Harvest Festival 
Thank you to all that helped out with the Harvest Festival Fund-
raiser.  We had many people donate baked goods and fudge, as 
well as multiple people that donated their time to help set up 
and work at the festival.  While the weather may have delayed 
the original festival we were still able to have a decent amount 
of money raised that will certainly help support the operations 
and programs at Emmanuel.  Thank you again to all that helped! 

‘Great Service’ - A Bible Study (from www.ucc.org) 

Focus Theme: Great Service 
 
Weekly Prayer: Most High, your Anointed One offered himself freely as witness against our violence, our 
acts of oppression, and our sin. As you delighted to call him your Son, give us the courage to bring you 
equal delight by our willingness to drink the cup of sacrifice on behalf of our sisters and brothers, and, with 
them, offer you praise unceasing and lives transformed as true heirs of your grace-filled realm. Amen. 
 
Focus Scripture: Mark 10:35-45 
 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, "Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?" And they 
said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory." But Jesus said to 
them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with?" They replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup 
that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit 
at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared."  
 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to 
them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
 
Focus Questions  
 
1. What do you think motivated the Zebedees to ask a favor of Jesus? 
2. What "nets" have you not left behind? 
3. Are contemporary Christians open to the kind of "dying" that Marcus Borg describes? 
4. What is the significance of Jesus' use of the present tense (rather than "must not be") in observing "It is 
not so among you"? 
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“In God is my 

salvation and my 

glory: the rock of 

my strength, and 

my refuge is in 

God. Trust in him 

at all times; ye 

people, pour out 

your heart before 

him: God is a 

refuge for us. 

Selah."   

- Psalms 62: 7-8 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

The October 9, 2016 meeting of the Trustees and Executive Council was called to order at 
12:50 pm. Pastor Judy said the opening prayer.  
 
Minutes of the September meeting for the Trustees were approved after a motion from 
Brenda, and second by Matt and unanimously approved.  
 
Minutes for Executive Council meeting in September were unanimously approved after a 
motion from Linda B. and seconded by Matt. 
 
Financial Report:  The financial reports were unanimously approved after a motion by Matt 
and a second by George. 
 
Church:  Bids are coming in for snow removal. Two bids have been received so far. Matt 
made a motion to table the issue until the next meeting so that there is time to receive any 
additional bids.  The motion was seconded by Brenda and unanimously approved by all.  
 
Manse:  The faucets are in need of repair. An exterior door also needs to be purchased.  We 
will also be looking to reduce the Time Warner bill if possible. 
 
Missions: Eunice reported they recently met with three Canadian Pastors, who are sponsor-
ing a Syrian family. On October 20th they will be coming here to meet with Missions, Dea-
cons and Council members on what they may need and how we can assist them.  
 
Deacons/Caring Ministry: Per Kathy, Mary Ellen has been working on a handbook. They will 
be holding an informational meeting with potential new members on 10/30/16.  
 
Events Fund: The cabbage roll sale netted $2045.00. Between 590-600 were sold. Fudge and 
breads were sold at coffee hour as the Harvest Fest was postponed.  The funds are helping 
with various Church expenses such as the replacement copier as well as functions such as 
the church picnic. 
 
Pastor's Report: Pastor Judy has been taking on-line courses on being a facilitator for a small 
group of new clergy in the NY Conference. Also, she is hoping to be able to use some vaca-
tion time in November. 
  
RPM Fund: The fund has been depleted and needs to be replenished.  
 
Nominating Committee:  Brenda, George, and Matt all have terms that are expiring.  A Nom-
inating Committee was formed  consisting of Linda, Sharon, Gay and Pastor Judy.  
 
The next joint meeting will be 11/13/16 at 12:45pm. 

Executive Council  & Trustee Meeting Highlights 
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi -Purpose Room as Rev. 

Gen Dox leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non -food and non-perishable 

food items which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - I f you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo 

Fairbanks at 769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. 

EVERYONE is welcome! 

 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

 

 

The annual walk/run to Stamp out Starvation, sponsored by 
the Greater Massena Ministerial Association, will take place on 
Sunday, October 23rd at 2:00 p.m.  Funds raised will help fight 
hunger locally.   
 
Various service organizations and churches in Massena are re-
cruiting people to walk/run.  Each participant is asked to solicit 
contributions from sponsors or make a personal donation in 
lieu of a registration fee.  One hundred percent of the contri-
butions raised by walkers/runners will be distributed to agen-
cies in Massena who provide meals to those in need. 
 
The Walk/Run will begin at the First United Methodist Church, Main Street, Massena at 
2:00 p.m.  There will be a 5k course marked out for the walk, as well as a shorter route 
that is app. 1.5 miles. Water stops will be provided along the route.  Pastor Judy will once 
again be participating in this event.  If you are interested in sponsoring her or walking 
with her in the event please let her know.   

Stamp Out Starvation Walk 


