
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Slow to Anger 1 

Annual Meeting 2 

Peek, Ponder, Pray 3 

Exec Council 4 

December 2014 5 

Calendar 6 

J A N / F E B  2 0 1 5  

"It is because of 

him that you are in 

Christ Jesus, who 

has become for us 

wisdom from God--

that is, our right-

eousness, holiness 

and redemption.” 

- 1  Corinthians 1:30 

Emmanuel Congregational United Church of Christ 

     The Messenger 

Proverbs 14:29  - “Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-
tempered displays folly.” 
 
Have you ever wondered why so many use the meta-
phor of a thermometer or temperature when de-
scribing anger?  If anger is like a thermometer, it is 
not possible to “quick-tempered” because you don’t 
usually see temperature fluctuating from one ex-
treme to another instantly.  If I crank the thermostat 
up even a few degrees it takes a while for the tem-
perature to raise that high. 
 
I have a feeling “quick-tempered” people already have a fever.  In other words, they don’t 
just explode suddenly.  It’s likely they were already mad about something, and suddenly it 
spiked.  People with a “quick temper” may be carrying around a low grade fever all the time, 
and something that makes no sense causes their temper to flare for no apparent reason. 
 
If that is the case, ask what the real issue is.  What are they (or what am I) really mad about?  
It can be something deep rooted since childhood and folks can be totally unaware of it.  Un-
derlying anger can fuel depression or anxiety – it can literally make us sick.  The only anti-
dote there is, is forgiveness.  The Proverbs verse above tells us that wisdom looks an awful 
lot like patience. 
 
The Apostle Paul says that love is kind; love is patient.  Patience is not something that comes 
easily, it is a one of the fruits of the Spirit.  It is a result of living in the manner that Christ 
commands us to.  Listen to the words of James (the brother of Jesus):  “My dear brothers 
and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God de-
sires.”  (James 1:19-20) 
 
Listening is an important part of this equation.  Take the time to truly listen to others, try to 
understand their position before you react.  Think about what was said or what just took 
place and then respond as you think Jesus would have you respond.   
 
There is much wisdom to find in the Word – let us begin this year by seeking ways to bring 
peace, love and light into our lives and the lives of those around us. 
 
Be blessed, 
Pastor Judy 

‘Slow to Anger’ 
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"Also that everyone 

should eat and drink 

and take pleasure in 

all his toil—this is 

God's gift to man.” 

- Ecclesiastes 3:13 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

On Sunday, January 18, 2014 Emmanuel Congregational Church held it’s annual meeting.  The 
meeting featured a variety of committee reports as well as the presentation of the budget for 
the coming year and statement of financial position.  Below are highlights from the meeting. 
 
 * The proposed budget was approved.  The line item for support staff was kept    
                  in the budget as we will be looking to hire a bookkeeping assistant. 
 
 * The nominating committee presented a slate of candidates for various posi 
                  tions which was approved by the congregation.  Below are the newly approved  
                  members and their position. 
 
     Executive Council  Deacons  Clerk 
     Victor Ashley   Vicki Mullins  Rande Jean Ashley 
     Mary Jo Fairbanks  Norberta Russo 
     Sharon Neault 
 
A full listing of committee members will be prepared and released for reference in the coming 
weeks. 

Annual Meeting Highlights 

We want to thank all who participated in any way with the Annual 
Christmas Cookie/Candy Sale this past December.  Thanks to all who 
baked the many cookies that graced the tables, those who helped 
with setting up and helping to get the sale together and especially to 
all who helped by purchasing the wonderful treats that were offered.  
We were blessed with a profit of $325 that will be used to help with 
any ongoing church projects.  We hope to carry on our years old tra-
dition again this year and we look forward to holding our annual sale 
in December 2015! 
                                - Sharon Neault, Rande Ashley & Kathy Dunkelberg 

Christmas Cookie/Candy Sale 

Thank You from The Tidlunds  
Burt and Mickey Tidlund, along with Albert, have recently moved and relocated back downstate.  
Burt asked that we include a small note in the newsletter thanking everyone for their welcoming 
attitude and kindness.  We certainly wish the them the best as they begin this next chapter in their 
lives. 

Save the Date 
Mardi Gras Party - Saturday 2/21/15 

Time & Details Coming Soon! 
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“Peek, Ponder, Pray” (from ucc.org) 
Ponder: Your default face is the welcome sign to your soul. Does it 
flash "Open," say "Come back again later?" or read "Closed for 
business”? 
 
Pray: God, let my face reflect the desire of my heart: especially if 
my heart longs to be in greater intimacy and community with oth-
ers, and my face says something different. Amen. 
 
Written by Molly Baskette. Photo credit Michelle L. Torigian  

In Memorium - Charles “Chuck” Rawlings 

Charles B. Rawlins died Tuesday, December 30, at the age of 86 at 
home, surrounded by his wife and family and friends. Calling hours 
were held on Friday, January 2, 2015 from 4-7 pm at the Phillips Me-
morial Home in Massena. Funeral services were held on Saturday, 
January 3, 2015 at the Emmanuel Congregational Church with Rev. 
Judith Van Kennen presiding. Interment will be held at the conven-
ience of the family. Mr. Rawlins was born in Annapolis, MD on July 4, 
1928 to Prof. Charles H. Rawlins and Gladys Smith Rawlins.  He mar-
ried Laura Gay Alderson in 1962.  He is survived by his wife Gay and a 
grandson, Adam Charles Stockman. 
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"And whatever you do, 

in word or deed, do 

everything in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God 

the Father through 

him.” 

- Colossians 3:17 

 

T H E  M E S S E N G E R  

The 12/14/14 meeting was called to order at 9:05 AM by Ruthann 
Matthews.  Pastor Judy led the group in prayer. 
 
Minutes from November 16th meeting were approved after a 
motion by Linda Besio and seconded by Glenn Jacks.  Motion 
passed. 
 
CHRISTIAN ED –  Plans for a second classroom are still in the 
works.  A couple of people have expressed interest in teaching.  
Jane has expressed that she may be taking a well earned and de-
served break from Christian Ed responsibilities. 
 
KITCHEN COMMITTEE  -  The garbage bin has been replaced.  There have been some reports that dishes 
are not always being cleaned well or fully.  Brenda Sequin volunteered to head a Kitchen Cleaning Day in 
January before the breakfast that is scheduled on 1/25/14. 
 
TRUSTEES –The end heating units have been repaired at the Ed Building.  We also caulked all holes, cold 
air leaks and worked on the bleeders.  Roof has been added in to the budget for 2015.  The chimney will 
also need to come down.   There is a tree branch that needs to come down at the Manse.  Trees were 
taken down by MED at the church.  The additional cameras at the Church still have not been installed.  
We need to have volunteers who can assist with installing them. 
 
A new computer was added for video/screen setup in the back of the sanctuary. Four lights outside keep 
burning out.  We are going to check out LED lights.  Also one track light in the Sanctuary needs to be re-
placed. House on Highland will be sold, Glenn Jacks is going to contact Kassian Real Estate on behalf of 
the Trustees and the Church.   
 
We are looking at the possibility of purchasing and installing a new sign for the front of the Chruch.  Mon-
ey donated in Nola Martin’s name will help fund the purchase.   
 
Annual meeting will be held on January 18, 2015.  Notice will be put in the bulletin.  Reports are due by 
January 7, 2015.   
 
OLD BUSINESS – January 25th breakfast fundraiser, in conjunction with the Chamber’s Winter Carnival, is 
still on schedule. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Budget was presented to the Council for approval to go to the congregation at the An-
nual Meeting on 1/18/15.  George Brouse and Matt LeBire made the motion and second to accept the 
budget, subject to change based on additional incoming pledge cards.  All in favor.  All reports are due by 
1-7-15.   
 
Relay for Life will hold their Mardi Gras celebration on Saturday, February 21, 2015.  
 
Next meeting will be scheduled after the annual meeting. 
 

Executive Council Meeting Summary 
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December 2014 - A Look Back 

TOP/CENTER -  Emmanuel was 
treated to a very special and enter-
taining Christmas Pageant.  Under 
the direction of Jane DuBray and 
with the assistance of some other 
adults, the children of Emmanuel 
put on a spectacular show! 

LEFT—‘Blue Christmas’: A service of re-
membrance and hope was held at Em-
manuel.   Pastor Judy led the service 
which offered a time to remember both 
persons and events that had been a part 
of our lives in the past, but were now 
changed or gone.  
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Announcements and Events 

Church Office Hours - Monday through Thursday from 9am until noon. 

At the Well - We invite you to join us ...at the well, every Wednesday at 7:30 pm, in alternative worship to share in a 

“sense” of God.  All are welcome! 

Praying with the Scriptures - Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:15 in the Church Multi-Purpose Room as Rev. Gen Dox 

leads us in listening for the Word of God. 

Coffee Hours - The “Cow Can” at the Coffee Hour is for donations to buy supplies for the weekly Coffee Hours.  Also, we 

need people to sign up for a turn at hosting a Coffee Hour.  The sign up sheet is in the fellowship hall and there is a “to do 

list” in the kitchen that tells you what’s required. 

Donations for Food Pantry - There is a basket in the entry way for donations of non-food and non-perishable food items 

which are taken to the food pantry at the Massena Neighborhood Center.  Thank you! 

Prayer Chain - If you would like to be on the Prayer Chain or if you have prayers to add, please call Mary Jo Fairbanks at 

769-7936 or email her at mfairbanks@twcny.rr.com 

Free Will Dinner - First United Methodist Church - 189 Main St., Massena - Thursdays from 4:30—6:00 p.m. EVERYONE is 

welcome! 

Knitwits - Interested in Knitting?  Whether you are a seasoned pro or a new beginner join the Knitwits each Wednesday at 

6:30pm. 

Has your group decided to hold a gathering? Please remember to notify the church office.  

Our email address is ecuccmassena@gmail.com and our 24/7 answering machine number is 

769-8523.  We thank you for letting us know of your meeting plans. 

Additional Calendar Items 

Sunday  January 25    8:00 - 11:00am Winter Carnival Breakfast ($7 per person) 
Sunday  January 25   11:00am Ecumenical Service (Winter Carnival Closing) 
Sunday  January 25   12:30pm Executive Council Organizational Meeting 
Tuesday February 10     1:30pm Friends Study Group 
Monday February 16   11:30am Free Community Lunch @ Emmanuel 
Saturday February 21                        TBA Mardi Gras Party 
 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 
We would like to have a pool of volunteer drivers that would be willing to on occasion give a ride to 
and from Church for those who may need one.  If you are interested in helping provide transportation 
please call the Church office at 315-769-8523 or email ecuccmassena@gmail.com 

For the most current and complete calendar information visit 
www.uccmassena.org or contact the Church office at 315-769-8523 


